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On YJesus’ Bosom 


““There was at the table, reclining on Jesus’ bosom, 
one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved.” 


Ah, me! what joy would then be mine, 
As listening to His gracious word, 
I reveled in the bliss divine 
Of sweet communion with my Lord. 
(Els (5 TRE 


Oh, that I might, like him of old, 
Recline my head on Jesus’ breast, 

So, crowned with mercies manifold, 
My life would be supremely blest. 
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The Statue of Farel 
in Neuchatel 


A stormy figure, and in gesture odd 
Holds with both hands above his head, in nook 
Before his Church, a massive open book 

As Moses, in majestic tension prod 

The Tables of the Law, with lightning shod 
Before the Children of the Tribes once took 
He lifted up with holy hands and look 

The Sacred Tome as if before his God 


Some gaily wave their hats and handkerchiefs 
And some with equal fervor wave bright flags 
But others in wild zeal wave tawdry rags 
And sadly show thereby their weird beliefs 
But Farel, in an era of great strife 
Surpassed them all. He waved the Book of Life! 
—Walter F. Longacre 


Neuchatel, Switzerland 


PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER 3 


1929 
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| ONE BOOK A WEEK 


THE GREAT PREACHERS AGAIN 


‘“Princes of the Christian Pulpit and 
Pastorate’’ (Second Series) by Harry Clay 
Howard (Cokesbury Press, Nashville, 
Tenn., $2.50) is not a new book. The rea- 
son I am writing about it here is to com- 
ment on the apparently undiminished in- 
terest in preachers which seems to pervade 
the reading public. We hear a good deal 
of fun poked at sermons, yet there is a 
continuous stream of collections of ser- 
mons pouring from the publishing houses 
which is a sure sign that sermons are 
widely bonght and read. When Simon and 
Shuster published Dr. Durant’s ‘‘Story of 
Philosophy’’ it was something of a gam- 
ble. It has given the big selling novels 
a good race and it cost $5. I hear that 
Dr. Durant’s new book ‘‘The Mansions of 
Philosophy’’ is also having a large popu- 
lar sale. Two years ago the Cokesbury 
Press published a large volume by Prof. 
Howard, of Emory University, called 
“‘Princes of the Christian Pulpit and 
Pastorate’’ which contained appreciative 
and analytical studies of the characters, 
methods and secrets of power of such 
preachers as St. Francis, Savonarola, Knox, 
Wesley, Robertson, Spurgeon, Brooks, Par- 
ker, Whyte and Jowett—to mention only 
a part of them—and the result was that 
before the year was up the book had to 
be put through a second printing. In view 
of this popularity of the book Prof. How- 
ard issued a second volume with the same 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
FINDINGS 


To the Members of the Missionary and 
Stewardship Conference of the Reformed 
Church in the United States, meeting in 
Harrisburg, Pa., September the 18th and 
19th, 1929. 

Dear Brethren: 

Your Committee on Findings has en- 
deavored to crystallize the sense of this 
conference regarding the important, King? 
dom-building subjects which you have 
been considering, and presents the follow- 
ing for your approval: 

1. Since we have a history as an Educa- 
tional Church, it is the sense of this body 
that we should continue to follow educa- 
tional methods and principles; and that 
we should emphasize our belief that it is 
the duty of our ministers, officers and lead- 
ers to instruct and educate our member- 
ship in a wider and more thorough knowl- 
edge of the history and fundamentals of 
our denomination, as well as a practical 
knowledge of the program of the work in 
which our Church is now engaged. 

2. In this connection we believe it to 
be the sense of this Conference that in this 
age of general disrespect for law and au- 
thority, we as ministers and laymen need 
to realize the necessity of greater obedi- 
ence, on our part, to the laws of our 
Chureh and the plans which have been 
approved by its various judicatories, 

3. Furthermore, in keeping with these 
questions of education and obedience, we 
express the opinion that it is the duty of 
our ministers and leaders to impress upon 
our people the fact that the amounts of 
the budgets adopted by the General Synod, 
and handed down to this body, for appor- 
tionment among the Classes, are based 
upon the actual benevolent needs of our 
Kingdom work; that they are not exces- 
sive, but are in fact the bare minimum of 
the amounts actually needed for the work 
in hand. 

4. Your Committee is convinced that it 
is the unanimous opinion of the Conference 
that the Apportionment should be paid in 
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title which includes studies of such preach- 
ers as Luther, Chalmers, Newman, Beecher, 
Liddon, Dale, Paget and Buckley. It was 
from the re-reading of this newer volume 
that I was moved to say again a few 
words about these books. One thing I do 
wish to say right here: I hope Prof. How- 
ard will go right on. There are still some 
left, even of those who have passed on— 
and Professor Howard is wisely leaving 
the living preachers alone. There are 
Simpson, Moody, Hall, Gunsaulus, Swing, 
Finney, Storrs, Munger—many others in 
America and Guthrie, McLeod, Kingsley, 
Stanley, George McDonald, Wilberforce, 
Forsyth, Edward Irving—many others in 
Great Britain. No one can do this sort of 
thing, quite so felicitously as Prof. How- 
ard and I hope he will keep right at it. 
Evidently many share my wish, for I 
understand the second series is finding a 
wide reading. 

IT honestly wish that these two volumes 
could be put into the hands of every boy 
leaving the theological seminaries. I have 
great respect for professors of homiletics 
but I think the reading of these two vol- 
umes is worth as much as the seminary 
training—at least they will supplement it 
with equally valuable instruction. Perhaps 
the chief element in these sketches is the 
analysis of the great preachers’ methods 
of sermon preparation, the growth of the 
sermon from the text, and the secret of the 
preachers’ power to write great sermons 
and to deliver them. But I imagine, from 
the wide sale these sermons are having, 
they are being read extensively by laymen 
as well as preachers. This is interesting, be- 
cause the life story and work of every one 
of these preachers has been told at least a 


full. That in order to raise the full Appor- 
tionment we need to give careful and pray- 
erful consideration to the following organ- 
ized ways and means: 
(a) We need first of all to develop in 
the hearts of our people a deeper spirit 
of consecration to the service and work 
of our Lord and Master; and a greater 
loyalty to the Reformed Church, the 

Church of our choice. The oft-repeated 

phrase, ‘‘one Church is just as good as 

another,’’ has in it an element of error 
as well as an element of truth. Just 
as every man’s own home should be for 
him the best home, so should every 
man’s own Church be for him the best 
Church. 

(b) We must give to our people a more 
thorough knowledge of the great needs 
of. our Church, and the great tasks 
which she is endeavoring to accomplish. 
As a rule men do not become very en- 
thusiastic over a thing of which they 
know practically nothing. 

5. Asa means of bringing to the atten- 
tion of our people the great needs of the 
Church this Conference recognizes the need 
of organized effort, and it therefore 
suggests: 

(a) A careful Simultaneous EVERY 
Member Canvass to be made this fall, 
beginning on the 17th day of November, 
and continuing until completed. 

(b) That this Conference joins with the 
Executive Committee of General Synod 
in placing the emphasis of the work of 
the Church this fall on the EVERY 
Member Canvass. That we place the 
emphasis on the word EVERY. That 
our slogan be: ‘‘ Every man, every .wom- 
an, every boy, every girl, challenged 
to make a liberal subscription to the 
benevolent budget of the Church as 
well as to that for current expenses.’’ 
(c) The Conference deeply recognizes 
the great importance of the fall meet- 
ings of the Classes, and emphasizes the 
necessity of laying special stress on the 
meetings to be held this fall; and urges 
the Classes especially to consider at this 


fall meeting the larger interests of the 
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hundred times. It shows the perennial in- 
terest in preaching and in the preachers, 
and all this contains a warning or at least 
a hint to the preacher of today. The one 
outstanding conviction which remains with 
one after reading the stories of these 
twenty-seven preachers is that they were . 
prophets of the Lord. These great men 
took their office seriously. They believed 
they had been called by God to speak for 
Him to His people, they waited on Him 
continually, they read the Bible and all 
the great books because they found His 
truth there, they studied men, and then 
they prophesied. They did not seem to 
worry much about the form the sermon as- 
assumed, but it always assumed fine form 
because the truth was big. Life will al- 
ways fashion for itself fitting habitations 
and every sermon deals with the big, great, 
fundamental truths and experiences. There 
is a little tendency in some quarters today 
for the preacher to belittle his office—or 
at least to say that it is not different from 
other offices—the doctors, the merchants, 
the teachers, and a little tendency to think 
of himself as a sort of spiritual engineer, 
running a parish, rather than as a pro- 
phet, and the still more marked tendency 
to deal with popular, current themes—and 
not even lifting them up into the light of 
the eternal—instead of preaching the big, 
unsearchable riches of God. Big sermons 
on big themes—themes that require pray- 
er and much study, make big preachers in 
the pulpit. Big truths make big people in 
the congregation is the lesson I got from 
reading Prof. Howard’s two really bril- 
liant and helpful volumes. 


—Frederick Lynch. 


Church, such as the Apportionment, the 
work of the different Boards of the 
Church, Stewardship, ete. 

(d) The Conference urges upon the 
members of the Classical Missionary 
and Stewardship Committees the neces- 
sity of preparing a carefully arranged 
program including all the interests to 
be considered at these fall meetings of 
the Classes and especially those that 
will be referred to them by their re- 
spective Synods. That wherever pos- 
sible spiritual retreats be held in con- 
nection with the fall meetings of the 
Classes, 

(e) In order that the entire Church may 
properly begin the new fiscal year on 
January the first, 1930, this Conference 
urges the missionary and Stewardship 
Committees of the Classes, and the 
Classes themselves, to give all possible 
attention at their fall meetings to the 
raising of this year’s Apportionment 
due December 31 (which means 7/12 
of the entire Apportionment), 


(f) The Conference commends the hold- 

ing of Consistorial Conferences, in 
groups both small and large, as a. 
means of promoting the ideals and pur- 
poses of Christian Stewardship and 
other Kingdom activities. 

6. Inasmuch as the common consensus 
of opinion seems to be that special em- 
phasis should be laid on spiritual living 
and Christian service, this Conference is 
in perfect harmony with the idea of mak- 
ing this matter the chief concern of the 
Church during this year and places itself 
on record as heartily approving the ob- 
servance of the 1900th anniversary of the 
ministry of Jesus, the outpouring of His 
Holy Spirit, and the establishing of the 
Christian Church which is to be observed 
during the year 1929-1930, culminating — 
during the ,post-Easter season and on 
Pentecost, June 8, 1930. In order that 
there may be some unanimity in the ob- — 
servance of this great event, the Conf 
ence adopts the program presented by 
Committee on Spiritual Resources o 


(Continued on page 22) 
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WHAT DO PARISHIONERS READ? 


Macmillans, New York, have recently published a valu- 
able book by William S. Gray and Ruth Munroe entitled, 
The Reading Interests and Habits of Adults, One can- 
not study the results classified in this valuable book with- 
out feeling that the reading habits of American adults are 
mainly bad habits. In a thought-stimulating editorial in 
the Presbyterian Advance, Dr. James E. Clarke says that 
“The Minister’s Reading’ has been a subject very com- 
monly discussed, but it is high time that ministers who, 
of all men, are supposed to give time and effort to the 
cultivation of good habits, should seriously consider the 
question, “What do parishioners read?”. Coming to grips 
with this question would unquestionably prove to be il- 
luminating. 

Just how much do average folks read today? Many 
facts can be presented which would indicate an enormous 
increase of interest in reading. For instance, in 1921 the 
morning newspapers had a circulation of 10,144,260 and 
in 1925, 12,365,215—an increase of almost 22%, while 
the population increased only 6% during that period. Dr. 
Clarke questions whether that proves that an increased 
percentage of the people read the daily newspapers or 
whether it only shows that more people look at publications 
called daily newspapers. In a single metropolitan area, 
the tabloid newspapers increased, from 1921-1929, from 
200,000 to almost 2,000,000, or 1,000%. “But, is looking 
at the sensational pictures in a tabloid to be regarded as 
‘reading the newspaper’?” The New Republic has shown 
editorially that during the 6 years from 1920-1926, the 
tabloids in New York City had gained over 1,500,000, 
while the standard newspapers had lost 175,000. Besides, 
many people purchase several newspapers to get certain 
bits of information, like stock exchange prices, sport 
scores, etc., which can hardly be called serious reading. 

Nor is it safe to conclude that interest in reading has 
increased rapidly because there are many books. Although 
the peak in book publication was reached about 1910, and 
the number has since declined, library statistics continue 


to show a great increase in the number of books taken. 


from libraries and presumably read. It is true that librar- 
ies are more numerous and books are more accessible, and 


it never was so easy for people who read books to read 
many more books. 

However, Dr. Clarke says that the minister’s problem 
is increased by the fact that so large a percentage of what 
is read may be described as trashy—‘not necessarily bad, 
and.certainly not good, but as inane as the typical picture 
show and produced apparently for the same purpose, just 
to pass the time away.” Putting the matter in a nutshell, 
he seems to feel that the apparent increase in reading may 
mean that “people in general have more time to dispose 
of because of shorter working hours and are killing more 
time than they used to kill.’ The book reviewed shows 
quite clearly that people are not interested in the kind of 
reading which really develops the finer qualities of life. 
The cultural magazines have small circulation. The auth- 
ors of the book sought to discover why people read during 
periods of recreation. Of 3,323 answers received, 80% 
came from students, teachers and professional men, yet 
only 35 answers gave “for spiritual guidance” as a reason. 
Only 313 indicated a desire for culture of any kind; over 
half said the reading was done either for relaxation or to 
satisfy curiosity. 

With reference to newspapers, the book frankly admits 
that the parts most frequently read relate to sports and 
financial news, and the authors wisely point out that in 
this connection “those interested in adult education have 
a problem of great magnitude.” Among Chicago news- 
paper readers, for instance, the comic sections lead in re- 
ceiving the enthusiastic attention of 80%. As to books, 
fiction is by far the most popular type. Nor do these re- 
turns represent average citizens, but a select class, far 
above the average in education. 

Dr. Clarke concludes as follows: “Doubtless many who 
made reply to this questionnaire were Church members. 
Does that mean anything to ministers? One table makes 
it clear that ‘most people read largely what their friends 
are reading and whatever book happens to be available’; 
and still another conclusion is that ‘to a very large extent 
children read the newspapers and magazines that are found 
on the library table or secured from friends.’ Studies 
made of these magazines reveal the fact that they are not 
desirable in a surprisingly large number of cases. In 
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view of what precedes, what ought the minister and Church 
officers do about it? If anybody on earth is interested in 
adult education and even more interested in the proper 
development of children and the formation of right habits, 
it should be the Christian minister. What is he doing to 
see to.it that the reading material found on library tables 
and secured from neighbors is of the kind that will help 
him in his work rather than the kind that undoes all that 
he attempts to do? Have we forgotten the story of the 
crabs, said to walk sideways, though they don’t? The 
story tells us that once the older crabs decided that the 
younger crabs should be taught to walk straight ahead. 
A school was organized; the little crabs attended; they 
learned to walk straight ahead. When school was out they 
went home. They found the older crabs walking side- 
ways. All crabs walk sideways to this day! Such is the 
story. It may not be true, but it bears a moral.” 
* * * 


THE CURE FOR CRIME 


In a stirring article in Forbes Magazine for Sept. 15, 
our friend, Dr. J. Campbell White, General Secretary of 
the Men’s Church League, assembles some vital facts and 
issues a compelling summons to the Churches. He re- 
minds us that while there are over 30 millions of Protest- 
ant Church members in the United States, more than 60 
millions of our people are still outside the Churches. Over 
19 millions attend Sunday Schools, but more than 30 mil- 
lions under 25 years of age are outside of all religious 
education, whether Protestant, Catholic or Jewish. The 
Protestant Churches raise and spend about 600 million 
dollars a year, but the recorded cost of crime is over 10 
billion dollars, or more than 16 times the amount raised by 
all Protestant communions. Public education costs less 
than 2 billion dollars a year; therefore crime costs more 
than 5 times as much as our entire public school system. 
The average contribution of Protestant Church members 
to their Churches for all purposes is less than $25 a year, 
but crime costs every Church member and every other 
American over 10 years of age an average of at least 
$100 per annum, or at least 4 times the sum given for re- 
ligion. 

Dr. White quotes the well-known statement of Supreme 
Court Justice Lewis L. Fawcett, of Brooklyn, N. Y., who 
declared that during his 18 years experience on the bench, 
he had 4,000 cases of youths under 21 years of age charged 
with various degrees of crime, and only 13 of these were 
members of a Sunday School at the time the crime was 
committed. Judge Fawcett adds: “If we could keep the 
youths of America in Sunday School during the period of 
character formation, or at regular attendance upon relig- 
ious worship, we could close the criminal courts and jails. 
There would be no raw material to work on. And what 
is good for the youth would be equally good for adults. 
The sustained, wholesome moral atmosphere imparted by 
habitual attendance upon Sunday School and Church will 
expel criminal impulses.” 

Commenting upon this challenging statement, Dr. White 
declares that systematic religious education could be ex- 
tended to 30 millions more of the youth of America at 
a cost not to exceed half a billion dollars a year, which 
is only 5% of what crime is costing us today. This would 
mean not only the saving of from 5 to 8 billion dollars 
every year, but also the. saving of millions of boys and 
girls. Over and over again, the MEsSENGER has main- 
tained that an untrained generation is the breeding-ground 
for crime, and we may be sure that the volume of crime 
is likely to increase from year to year unless we practice 
“the gospel of prevention” and reach the youth of the 
land with that seed-truth which quickens the conscience 
and fortifies the moral sanctions for the upbuilding of re- 
liable and-consistent character. 


Would to God that every reader of the MrssENGER 
would take to heart these solemn words by Dr. White: 
“Neither legislation nor punishment can expel criminal 
impulses and tendencies, Only an awakened moral con- 
viction can do this. And the one effective way to arouse 
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moral conviction is to bring people into fellowship with 
God through definite religious education. The supreme 
text-book for such education is the Bible. There is no such 
thing as good citizenship without moral character. Knowl- 
edge of God is the foundation. The supreme source of 
knowledge about God is the Bible. If America is to en- 
dure, her children must know the Bible. Our moral re- 
sponsibility is the profoundest fact of human experience. 
Reach all youth with the truth about God, and you solve 
the problem.” 

Dr. White says there are 3 special ways easily within 
the reach of religious institutions to meet this problem, 
if Christian pastors and people can be aroused to action: 
(1) We must make a larger use of our Church plants, 
with aggressive plans to double and treble the number of 
adults and children receiving religious instruction. Too 
many congregations are still playing with this problem. 
Too many pastors are devoting a very negligible part of 
their attention to the proper training of boys and girls. 
Few congregations are willing to secure special workers 
in the field of religious education, and yet, in the long run, 
such efforts will many times repay the actual cost of the 
work, (2) There is a growing feeling for an expanding 
program of moral training in the Week Day School of 
Religious Education. (3) Neglected and un-Churched city 
districts must be occupied. Religious “(Community Cen- 
ters” must be provided for organized work and super- 
vised play. It remains true that our supreme tragedy is 
neglected childhood. If we want to deal successfully with 
crime, we must learn thoroughly the fact that prevention 
is not only better than cure, but vastly cheaper. 

* * * 


THE PREMIER AND THE PROPHETS 


Hon. Mackenzie King, Prime Minister of Canada, re- 
ceritly addressed a convocation of Presbyterian ministers. 
at Ottawa. Protestant preachers in all lands will be in- 
terested in his message, which in part is as follows: “The 
worth, influence, and power of the truth are growing daily. 

. I have a growing conviction of the place the Church 
and religion hold in the life of the nation and the world, 
but especially in the influence of the rural Church and the 
country preacher. Ministers in villages and small com- 
munities all too infrequently realize the far-reaching ef- 
fect of their work. .. . The greatest endeavor in the lives 
of men should be cultivation of what I term the right 
attitude. And in obtaining that right attitude there is 
no influence comparable to that of the Church—a Church 
not diverted by this sideshow and that sideshow, but con- 
cerned with the eternal verities. I frequently view with 
cynicism, contempt, and even grief, the advertisements 
I see outside some Churches, trying to compete with the 
movies, because I feel that the people who are drawn by 
that sort of thing go away with as little permanent profit 
as those attending some other forms of entertainment. Leé 
the Church get down to realities; back to her true mission 
of spiritual things. And if the Church does that, then the 
application of religion will take care of itself. If I were 
a preacher I would preach on this text every Sunday of 
my life: ‘Let this mind be in you which is also in Christ 
Jesus —that mind which is concerned with intellectual and 
spiritual things.” 

There is doubtless much sound sense in this plea to 
God’s prophets to strike the spiritual note. It cannot be 
too frequently emphasized, and we are glad when states- 
men or any other laymen challenge the clergy to be chiefly 
concerned with “intellectual and spiritual things” and to 
“set down to realities.” But we are not so sure that “the 
application of religion will take care of itself,” when the 
messengers of the Most High lack either the purpose, the 
courage, or the definiteness to “get down to brass tacks” 
and give contemporary illustrations or applications of the 
lofty principles of the gospel they proclaim. We hope 
that Premier King’s appeal is not for that sort of ‘ ‘simple 
gospel” which is too simple to convict of sin the politicians, 
proponents of big business and other sinners who have 


an axe to grind and do not want religion to interfere with ~— 


their dividends. Sometimes it is an inexorable duty for 


ee 
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the representative of the living Christ to say: “Thou art 
the man!” It is so easy for great masses of men to give 
assent to the principles of the Christian gospel with scarce- 
ly any recognition at all of how some of their own prac- 
tices are condemned by such principles. The more com- 
plex life becomes, the more necessary is the practical ap- 
plication of the teachings we profess to accept. Not one 
of us is immune to the necessity for such a heart-searching 
discipline. We are seeking, for example, an adequate con- 
ception of “Christian Patriotism’? because that is one of 
the practical ways in our own generation to discover if we 
“have the mind which is also in Christ Jesus.’’ Applied 
Christianity is truly the need of the hour. 
* * * 


FAIREST LORD JESUS 


We never tire of rare beauty, in line, in color or in 
thought. The commonplace and ugly soon sate us. Our 
tastes grow discriminative. We learn by comparison and 
association until higher and better standards possess us. 
Occasionally we meet with a beauty that startles, makes us 
pause and wonder, then ultimately overwhelms us with 
its intrinsic merit. We have found a sanctuary in which 
to rest our inmost standards and longings. Our enjoy- 
ment, first solitary, becomes vocal. A master artist has 
won a disciple by his silent artistry. Inspired, the dis- 
ciple must speak about his discovery lest it be lost. 

This is what happens when anyone truly discovers the 
power of the life of Jesus Christ over himself. Some dis- 
cover it in His words; some in His deeds, others in His 
death and resurrection. Effective as these are, the thing 
that gives me pause and wonder is the daring faith of the 
Nazarene. Persistently, against seemingly visible evidence 
to the contrary, Jesus held to the hypothesis that God was 
a loving personality who shared His love with Him despite 
His suffering. Equally as astounding to me is the hypo- 
thesis that all men had infinite worth. All that one has 
ever read in history or experienced in life, as he knows 
and finds it, would make him hesitate to accept these two 
hypotheses without modification. And this becomes even 
more emphatic when we transpose our modern ethical ad- 
vantage to that of the Oriental setting in which Jesus 
lived. If Jesus had wavered or compromised in His con- 
victions based on these two hypotheses, He would have 
been spared the persecutions He suffered, and, most likely, 
the death He died. But He believed them true—and saw 
no reason for ever changing them in one particular, 
whether challenged by friend or foe. 

No man ever lived before or since with better poise, joy, 
or sincerity. No wonder His art of life awakens inex- 
haustible awe, wonder and worship! The astounded world 
is still asking whether it can be possible or true, even as 
they did ask it each generation following His demonstra- 
tion upon His disciples and associates. 

Around every masterpiece of art of any kind develops 
a school of disciples. This is equally true of a beautifully 
lived life. The influence of the life of Jesus upon His 
immediate associates and companions awakened the reac- 
tions common to men in the discovery of a new power or 
experience. Fear, doubt, trust, love, the whole category 
of human emotions, everything, were tried to make Him 
dissemble His art of living as He did. He made men 
either love Him or hate Him. He did not write any treat- 
ise or cater to any agency. He lived His lonely life, in 
His lonely way, to its lonely end, and trusted that all who 
touched it in any way would sometime and somehow be 
re-created and re-established in the faith He practiced. 
No man ever took a more daring stand; and none ever 
received a more stalwart following. He inaugurated a 
new art of living and proved it dynamic of God’s love as 
well as of men’s. There is a long accretion of testimony 
which verifies his application of the two hypotheses to life 
under any and all findings of men. Since His day, one 
hypothesis after another rises, is tried for a time by some, 
and finally succumbs to the matchless diagnosis of His 
patient skill and art. There may come a time when search- 
ing men shall insist that this diagnosis be universally tried. 
Tt is at least certain that no other school of living sustains 
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the confidence of the common lot of humankind like this 
one. 

In these modern days when much time, thought and sub- 
stance are given to the revision of Christian education and 
the method of its application to life, no teacher should 
forget the two hypotheses on which Jesus Christ operated. 
This Master Teacher interpreted His hypotheses first of 
all by living them sincerely Himself, and then by inter- 
preting all human and natural circumstances in their light. 
His desk may have been a boat or a hillside; His environ- 
ment a temple or a seashore; His material a loaf of bread 
or a lost coin. The art of living was learned by believing 
in @ God of love and in the ultimate worth of every crea- 
ture awake or unawake to that love. Somehow we must 
learn that God makes our characters through the proper 
and sincere use of His creative energies. We use our- 
selves and our disciples as anvils upon which God works 
His influences. We are creatures, not creators. And He, 
begotten of the Father, is the Fairest Lord of all creation. 

—Henry Linrorp Krause. 
ce ae 


UNSOUND 


In The Banner, organ of the Christian Reformed 
Church, the Rev. E. J. Tanis, editor of the “Timely Topics” 
in that stalwart journal,- rather laments the loss of the 
services to that denomination of two of their “ablest men” 
in the persons of Rev. R. B. Kuiper and Cornelius Van 
Til, Ph. D., who have accepted chairs in the new Machen 
(or Westminster) Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. 
However, Mr. Tanis tries to console himself and his fel- 
low-Churchmen by saving: “If the institution should not 
be permanent, it is a very simple matter for the brethren 
to return to us. But let us hope and pray that Westmin- 
ster may flourish. America has none too many conserva- 
tive theological schools. In fact, there is not one in the 
northern states that is soundly orthodox.’ Phew, how 
interesting! The “northern states” include such important 
spots on the map as Lancaster, Pa., Dayton, O., and Ply- 
mouth, Wis. But of course we can hardly expect to be 
considered “soundly orthodox” by our Christian Reformed 
brother. From his point of view, “everybody is out of 
step but Jimmy.” And since he believes it in all sincerity, 
we suppose he might as well say it, no matter how un- 
brotherly it sounds. We shall be compelled to worry along 
as best we can under this blighting indictment. The Chris- 
tian Reformed Church, by the way, is the denomination 
which in the last few years has excommunicated a num- 
ber of its own ministers for “hyper-Calvinism,”’ whatever 
that is. It is good to know that those who remain are so 
safely and soundly orthodox that even the new and subli- 
mated Westminster Seminary is willing to trust them. 

* * * 


AFTER TWELVE YEARS 


With last week’s issue of the MrssENGER, the writer 
completed twelve years of service as Editor. As the Syn- 
ods which called him to this office are about to meet, it is 
a proper time, we hope, to call attention to the mutual 
obligations then assumed and to ask whether the Synods 
continue to be satisfied with the Editor’s stewardship of 
his high trust and with their own response to what he has 
tried to do. As for himself, the Editor wishes again to 
express his gratitude not only for the measure of health 
and strength vouchsafed to him by our Heavenly Father, 
but also for the many kindnesses he has received at the 
hands of the members of the MESSENGER family. When 
he remembers, however, the number of good-sized con- 
gregations whose readers of the Church paper could be 
counted on the fingers of one or two hands, he cannot 
help wondering whether the Synods are doing their duty 
by the Church paper. Has the time not come to make 
earnest with this matter and to enter upon an aggressive 
campaign to place the MEssENGER in the homes of our 
people? If not now, just when will the time be ripe? Are 
we not utterly disregarding the handwriting on the wall 
when we fail to interest our membership in the literature 
of our own Church? 
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WE MUST NOT FAIL 

A friend writes of the Chief Executive of our nation 
as follows: “We have never had a man as President who 
was more responsive to popular feeling and the personal 
teuch than he.’’ Whether that is a correct estimate or not, 
it is most evident that President Hoover is a profound 
believer in those spiritual forces which are determinative 
in the life of mankind. Surely you noticed his recent 
statement that he is receiving many letters expressing 
“universal prayer” for his efforts for world peace. Should 
he not have many more such letters? Are the Christian 
men and women of America telling him, as they should, 
of their prayerful sympathy and bidding him godspeed? 
Suppose millions of the good people in our land sent him 
such assurances, would not the effect be overwhelming? 
But whether you write or not, do not forget to pray. Every- 
one of us can remember at the throne of grace those who 
are charged with such weighty responsibility and upon 
whose decisions the destiny of so many largely depends. 

At the close of the Washington Conference on the 
Limitation of Armament, the Hon, Elihu Root told one 
of our outstanding religious leaders that the letters com- 
ing to the Conference which stated that Christian people 
were praying for its success had “created a fine spiritual 
atmosphere.” It is in such an atmosphere that great 
things can be done for the welfare of mankind. America 
is about to welcome to its shores one of the noblest char- 
acters of contemporary history, a deeply religious man 
with a passionate love for his fellow-men, who comes as 
the representative of a wonderful empire upon which the 
sun never sets. We recognize the Prime Minister of 
Great Britain, Ramsay Macdonald, like our own Presi- 
dent, to be a friend of peace, who comes to promote an 
understanding among these great English-speaking peoples 
which, if consummated, will be fraught with unutterable 
blessings to the world. If there was ever a time to pray 
earnestly, definitely, perseveringly—this is the time. It 
is a supreme opportunity for those who believe that “more 
things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.” 
We simply must not fail. 

ie oa 


HIS HAND 


Who treads the path up to the stars 
Must banish grief and fear, 

And clasp the Hand that ever guides, 
And feel His Presence near. 

We needs must go alone at times, 
Feel naught but God’s own care; 

The heart that is bowed down with grief 
Can only live through prayer. 

Through narrow ways and darkest night 
His Hand points to the heights ; 
Oh. loving care! Oh guiding Hand! 

They gild the darkest night. —M. D. T. 
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Lhe Parables of Safed the Sage 
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THE PARABLE OF SMALL SINS AND GREAT 


There came unto me a man who complained, saying, | 
am a most Unfortunate Man. My Faults are few and 
my Faults are small. 

And I said, That may indeed be a misfortune, 

And he said, I had not finished. 

And I said, Are thy Virtues also Small and Few? 

And he said, I am not come to talk of my Virtues. I 
am blamed for my Small Faults. 

And I said, Jonathan the son of Saul took only a little 
Honey on the end of a Rod, and it enlightened his Eyes, 
but Saul said that he should die for it. 

And the man said, Yea, but that was unjust and the 
Army would not stand for it. Now, as I say my Faults 
are small; but I am blamed for them by people who con- 
done or even praise Greater Faults in Greater Men. 

And I said, my old friend, Alexander the Great, was 
much troubled by a Pirate named Dyonides. And after * 
the Pirate had spoiled Many Ships, Alexander got out his 
Law Enforcement squad, and went forth and captured 
Dyonides and sent him to the Police Station, and 
next morning had him up on the Carpet. And Alexander 
said, Why art thou Violating the Amendment’ and the 
Law? And Dyonides said, I must apologize, not for what . 
I have done but for having done it on so small a scale as 
to incur the Royal Displeasure. For I with One Ship 
commit Piracy, and thou with a Navy of Two Hundred 
Ships dost go forth and Shoot and Slay and Burn and 
Pillage, and they call me a Pirate and thee an Emperor. 
I affirm unto thee by Hercules that if Fortune were Fay- 
orable unto me, and ‘the gods as extreme against thee, I 
should be a Better King than thou, and thou a Worse 
Thief than I. And Alexander said, These are High Words 
of thine, and, by Hector, I believe thee. Whereupon Alex- 
ander made Dyonides commander of Many Ships and he 
won High Distinction. 

And the*man who spake unto me said, Dost thou then 
recommend that a man cease from Small Sins and com- 
mit Large Ones? 

And I said, I would not go so far as that in either direc- 
tion. I would advise a man to desist from Small Sins, 
which get him nowwhere and are most Annoying unto 
God and man. I do not advise that he commit Great Sins, 
But there have been Great Natures who were men of 
Great Faults and of Mighty Virtues; and even among 
Sinners I think that God despiseth a Piker. And this may 
be one thing in which God and the Devil agree. 


“To Whom Shall I Look Up (Hereafter)”? 


FAH-TSIEN GwWoH 


(An Account of the Memorial Service held for Dr. Hoy at the Chapel of Huping Middle School, May 10, 1929) 


To those who know the origin of the 
expression, which constituted the essence 
or substance of many a memorial scroll 
and which may well be said to characterize 
the sentiment of those present at the serv- 
ice either in person or in spirit only, the 
tribute is one, not only adequate for the 
purpose, but seldom to be surpassed. ‘‘To 
what shall I look up?’’* was the expres- 
sion of a noted disciple of Confucius, hint- 
ing at the possible death of his master. 
‘¢To whom shall we look up?’’ constituted 
our mourning ery at the memorial service 
in honor of the Father of Huping. 


Ever since, or even before, the reopen- 
ing of Huping Middle School in the fall of 
1928, the idea was present in the mind of 
quite a few of us that there should be a 


preliminary expression in public on the 
part of the school and the Church of Christ 
at Yochow in honor of Dr. Hoy, who meant 
so much to both as their founder. On 
March 4, 1929, the second anniversary of 
Dr, Hoy’s death was quietly observed at 
Huping. Classes stopped in the morning. 
The Chinese national flag and the school 
flag hung at half mast. A simple memorial 
service was held. And then in the after- 
noon while the students went to their 
classes, a committee was organized out of 
some alumni present at the service, some 
representatives from the Church people 
outside and one member of the Reformed 
Church Mission to formulate plans and 
make preparations for a memorial service 
on a larger scale. Everything went on 
fairly smoothly, and the service took place 
on May 10, 1929, in the chapel of the 


school in, and for which, Dr. Hoy spent a 
considerable portion of his life. 

It was bright and clear, a fine day for 
people in the city of Yochow to walk the 
distance of about four miles to attend the 
service. As the time for the service ap- 
proached, we found many people scattered 
all over the school campus; and, within a 
very short interval after the service be- 
gan, the chapel was literally jammed with 
people from the neighborhood, as well as 
from the city. There are only a handful 
of students at Huping but even this hand- 
ful had to make room for their guests, soon 
after they marched in and were seated. 
We prepared for two hundred guests, but 
over three hundred came, from the city 
and other places, causing considerable anx- 


iety on the part of the Committe on Re- — 
freshments. As the Reformed Church Mis- 
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sion was having its annual meeting in 
town, we were fortunate in having the 
members of this meeting present at our 
service, 


Classes stopped for the day. The school 
flag hung at half-mast. In front of the 
chapel doors, and over the stone steps 
leading up to them, were two arches cov- 
ered with fir and cedar leaves and paper 
decorations. Inside, memorial serolls of 
paper, cloth, or silk were hung over all 
sides of the chapel walls, each bearing 
bits of literary tributes, either to Dr. Hoy 
or to Mr. Li Si, an alumnus and teacher 
at Huping who died soon after the death 
of the former, and who was therefore com- 
memorated also. Most of these came from 
near Yochow, but some of them were sent 
from distances as far as northern Man- 
churia, about a thousand miles away; all 
were offered by admirers, friends, or stu- 
dents of either or both. Then, over the 
pulpit and the surrounding platform, a me- 
morial canopy of white cloth roofing, with 
fir-leaf latticed arches, interspersed with 
colored paper flowers, formed the center 
of the memorial decorations. Across the 
eaves of the canopy was hung a piece of 
white cloth over which were four big 
Chinese characters, meaning in English 
‘<The Great Memorial Service.’’? Then, in 
between these Chinese characters, we found 
three words in English conspicuously 
inscribed, ‘‘Service, Sacrifice, Success,’’ 
words which, according to Dr. Barth- 
olomew, secretary of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, formed the keynote to the suc- 
cess of the China Mission. Over the arches 
under the canopy we found four more 
Chinese characters in white cotton, taken 
from Dr. Hoy’s favorite hymn but giving 
an adequate description of his life, ‘‘ Ngoh 
Hwo Wei Chu,’’ or, in English, ‘‘I lived 
for the Lord.’’ 


Back of the pulpit and memorial arches, 
the portraits of Dr. Hoy and Mr. Li hung 
side by side on the central wall, being 
covered, however, by an American and a 
Chinese flag, respectively, before the serv- 
ice began and before they were unveiled, 
Below both the portraits and also under 
the veil before the service commenced, 
were two brass memorial tablets paid for 
by the alumni at Hankow as part of) their 
share in the service, but dedicated to the 
men honored by all who helped to make 
the memorial service a success. 


As the guests who had already arrived 
were seated, the service began. The chapel 
bell was rung. The chairman, Rev. Shih- 
Siu Djang, one of the first Huping College 
graduates, took his seat. Then the organ- 
ist played, and, responding to the tune 
thus set forth, the students of Huping 
Private Middle School and those of the 
primary school on the same campus 
marched in with Principal Gwoh leading, 
singing the first few verses of the hymn, 
‘<For All the Saints Who From Their 
Labors Rest.’? Meanwhile the whole con- 
gregation stood and remained standing 
until the procession ended. i 

Thus commenced the memorial service, 
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the culmination of the efforts of many a 
grateful and devoted admirer of Dr. Hoy. 
A perusal of the program at the end of 
the article will convince the readers that 
the service was a long one, but it was well 
attended. The audience was audient, as 
well as it was big. The service was fine 
and proceeded smoothly from beginning to 
end, Further comment on the service is 
unnecessary, except for the fact that we 
were particularly fortunate in having a 
missionary member, Rev. Paul E. Keller, 
to give the memorial sermon. It was the 
first intention of the Memorial Service 
Committee to make the memorial service 
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A HARVEST PRAYER 


Father of mercies, we thank Thee 
for these golden harvest days when 
the bounties of the earth meet us 
everywhere. And we pray that our 
hearts too may’ be bountiful, that 
others, who are less fortunate than 
We are, may share in our abundance. 
May we learn that it is more blessed 
to give than to receive. May our 
lives be bountiful that we may yield 
the rare and luscious fruits of hu- 
man love. Teach us to cultivate the 
fruits of loving brotherhood and 
helpfulness, that each new contact 
may find us more generous, more for- 
giving, with an outlook that includes 
all of life. So may the bounties of 
the earth lead us to Thee and to the 
first fruits that lie potential in each 
of us, Thy children. Amen. 


—Herman J. Naftzinger. 
Hegins, Pa. 


a purely Chinese affair. But, perhaps it 
was providential that the Chinese intended 
for this part of the program could not 
come; for, who among the available men 
could give a better sermon than the one 
given, or, could make us feel more vividly 
the spirit and presence of Dr. Hoy than 
Rev. Mr. Keller did, with his early associa- 
tion with the former on the mission fie\d 
and, consequently, his intimate knowledge 
of the life of the doctor? 

The service lasted over an hour and a 
half, and then refreshments were served 
to the city and other guests who had to 
make the distance of four miles or more 
on foot or by boat. The service was over, 
but the memory of Dr. Hoy was not. Some 
idea of this was gathered from the eager- 
ness with which different individuals went 
about their work to make the service pos- 
sible and with which the students, most 
of whom did not know Dr. Hoy person- 
ally, decorated the chapel and went about 
other work. The extent of participation 
in the service may be partially measured 
by the fact that the expenses for the serv- 
ice, over one hundred dollars gold, were 
paid for by small contributions, most of 
which came from other than local sources. 
Perhaps no one is so privileged as the 
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writer, who, as treasurer of the committee, 
was constantly reminded of the intensity 
and extent in and to which the memory 
of Dr. Hoy is being preserved in his for- 
mer students. The former was exemplified 
by Mr. Douglas F. Senn, who, willing to 
do everything for Dr. Hoy, made personal 
calls on some forty alumni in Hankow 
after his office hours and during holidays 
to arouse their interest. The result was 
the major share which the Hankow group 
contributed. For extent, we would point 
to the number of unsolicited letters and 
contributions from far off and sometimes 
even unknown places. Occasionally we 
got a registered letter, and from the post 
mark would vainly guess where the place 
was and from whom the letter might come. 
Somehow or other, they heard of the me- 
morial service and hastened to send in 
their share in gratitude. These and other 
facts set off another committee, whose duty 
it is to see if another and bigger oppor- 
tunity cannot be offered to these loyal 
alumni for them to show their gratitude 
to their revered and beloved teacher. He 
lived for us, and the future will tell that 
we will live for him, 
Program of the Memorial Service in 
Commemoration of 
Rev. William E. Hoy 
May 10, 1929, 10.30 A. M. 
in the 
Chapel of Huping Middle School 


1. Processional, ‘‘For All the Saints 
Who From Their Labors Rest,’’ verses 1-3; 
2, Hymn, ‘‘For All the Saints,’’ verses 
4-8 — Congregation; 3. Prayer— Mr. Mei 
Gwoh-Hwang, Yunki; 4. Scripture Read- 
ing—Mr. Yu Hsun-Yao, Huping; 5. Hymn, 
“Rock of Ages’’—Congregation; 6. Un- 
veiling of Dr. Hoy’s Portrait—Rev. Djang 
Shih-Siu, Chengling; 7. Life Sketch of Dr. 
Hoy— Mr. Fah-Tsien Gwoh, Huping; 8. 
Hymn, ‘‘Jesus I Live to Thee’’—Congre- 
gation; 9. Unveiling of Mr. Li Si’s Por- 
trait—Rev. Djang Shih-Siu, Chengling; 10. 
Life Sketch of Mr. Li Si—Mr. Chen Shui- 
Seng; Chengling; 11. Hymn, ‘‘Where O 
Where Are the Hebrew Children’’—Con- 
gregation; 12. Memorial Sermon—Rey. 
Paul E. Keller, Wuchang; 13. Doxology— 
Congregation; 14. Benediction—Rey. Djang 
Shi-Siu, Chengling, 


+. * * 


* For the interest of American readers,’ 
the following translation of an extract giv- 
ing the origin of the expression is offered: 


“*Confucius rose early one morning... 
and paced leisurely by the door singing: 
‘¢Mountain Tai will fall, 


The beam will rot, 
And withered will the Wise Man be. 
‘‘Hearing this, Tsi-Kung (one of Con- 
fucius’ disciples) said: ‘If Mountain Tai 
falls, to what shall I then look up? If the 
beam rots, and the Wise Man withers, 
after whom shall I then model? Probably 
the Master will soon be ill.’ Saying this, 
he hastened inside.’’ 
—From the Book of Rites. 


Jesus Never “Taken In” 


“He saw their trick.’—Mark 12:15. 


The Pharisees and Herodians tried to 
fool Jesus. They were desperate in their 
effort to set a trap for Him and to catch 
Him and then carry out their design to 
kill Him. They set a stage when Jesus 
was reaching the close of His matchless 
ministry. And He was ready for them. At 
first they flattered Him as they approached 
Him in their hypocritical fashion. That is 
contemptible to begin with, and only a 
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coward will do it. Calling Him, ‘‘Teach- 
er,’’ they said, ‘‘We know that Thou art 
true, and carest not for any one; for Thou 
regardest not the person of men, but of a 
truth teachest the way of God: Is it law- 
ful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? 
Shall we give, or shall we not?’’ As quick 
as a flash of lightning Jesus saw their 
trick, The hypocrisy of it annoyed Him. 
He saw the tricky test which they had in 
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view, and He was prepared to answer 
them. Asking them for a denarius, which 
they brought to Him, and holding it up to 
them, He said, ‘‘Whose is this image and 
superscription?’’ And they said unto Him, 
“*Caesar’s.’? And Jesus said unto them, 
*“Render unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and unto God the things that 
are God’s.’’ Jesus made good, and showed 
that He could not be ‘‘taken in.’’ 
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Say what you will, Jesus knew what was 
in man, the good side as well as the tricky 
side. Though these two sides are violently 
opposed to each other, let us never forget 
that Jesus was ever aware of them. To 
think of Him as so piously constituted that 
He did not know all the characteristics of 
our hearts is a grievous blunder. Remem- 
ber that Jesus was neither gullible nor 
cynical, as some people are when it comes 
to human nature. He had a noble sophisti- 
cation and He ‘‘knew his way around’’ 
when it came to human nature and the 
tangled lanes of logic. His sophistication 
had not the mark of a pouter pigeon, or the 
tawdry stuff that is associated with it. 
No; there was no conceit about His wis- 
dom, no affectation at all, or cynicism for 
humanity in general. Jesus united the 
wisdom of the serpent with the guileless- 
ness of the dove. Therefore He could not 
be imposed upon by such trickery as the 
Pharisees try to play upon Him. Tricks 
of any kind could not be foisted upon 
Him in any fashion. Many people, even 
Christians, fail to remember that they can- 
not get by Him in their tricks even in the 
twentieth century. Several of these mod- 
ern tricks we may recall and see what 
Jesus would do with them. 

Here is the first trick, the ‘‘fallacy of 
the false alternative.’’ What is it? We 
are called upon to choose between two 


alternatives when both are false, and we 
should take neither, or when both are true 
and we should take both. Here is faith 
or reason, God or law, Christianity or evo- 
lution, individual or social gospel—we must 
take either, according to this fallacy of 
the false alternative. When we are dumb 
enough to believe that we must make our 
choice of either exclusively we are led 
astray by a trick. That is a mistake, in- 
deed. That leads to so much confusion, 
and distressing indecision, too. Forget 
not, it is not a question of ‘‘either or’? 
but of ‘‘both . . and.’’ Your religious 
fanatic even is caught in this trickery, 
and often leads the innocent astray. But 
Jesus helps us to save ourselves from this 
delusive trickery. His sophistication, in 
its purest sense, we truly need to relieve 
us of the confusion thereunto appertaining. 


Next we notice the delusion of the ex- 
planation. That is common and leads many 
into endless difficulties and perplexities 
when they are disillusioned. Some think 
that when they have explained how a 
thing works that they have explained the 
thing itself. But there is a difference, 
indeed. Many even do not understand the 
difference between the explanation of a 
spiritual fact and the spiritual fact itself. 
They forget that there will be a variety, 
not a uniformity of explanations, and, 


after all, these explanations do not have 
to be accepted as a test of our faith in the 
spiritual fact. For the spiritual fact is 
always the same through the ages but the 
explanations will change from age to age, 
with the increase of knowledge and wis- 
dom. If that were understood, fundamen- 
talism and liberalism would affectionately 
unite in the work of the Kingdom of God. 


In the third place the fallacy of the ma- 
jority must not be ignored. Whether we 
will or not, it acts like chloroform on 
many of us. What ‘‘everybody’’ thinks 
must be right. That relieves many of the 
process of thinking out for themselves 
problems to which they submit because 
many already do. It suits the spirit of 
the times—to be left alone, especially in 
spiritual things, to make no change, and 
not to be different. And if you do think 
for yourself, and do have some convictions 
that are different, and you suggest changes 
for improvement, make up your mind that 
you will be placed in a class by yourself. 
You will be looked upon as real ‘‘queer.’? 
Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin has said, the one 
commandment which many people really 
obey these days is: ‘‘Thou shalt not be 
queer.’’ It is a mistake, for, say what 
you will, your queer man is a public bene- 
factor in the end. We see it even in the 
life and spirit of Jesus of Nazareth. 


Religion and the Modern World 


By John Herman Randall and John Herman Randall, Jr. New York: Frederick A, Stokes Co. Price $1.50; 249 pp. 


That the past one-half century has wit- 
nessed a revolution in the religious out- 
look of the average man, no one in his 
senses can deny. Yet there are relatively 
few ecclesiastical leaders who face the im- 
plications of this fact. Human nature is 
so constituted that most people recoil from 
any new reality that promises to be dis- 
turbing. They try to ignore the evil day 
it threatens like a man who suspects that 
he is a victim of a dangerous malady, yet 
avails himself of every excuse to postpone 
a medical examination because of his 
dread of the outcome. 

In contrast with the prevalent attitude, 
this book frankly and fearlessly sets out 
to discover the status of religion in the 
world of today. Incidentally it is unique 
in its authorship since it is the joint prod- 
uct of a gifted father and equally gifted 
son who share the same outlook upon life, 
thus proving that it is possible to link the 
generations in mutual sympathies and pur- 
poses. Obviously such a study requires at 
the outset that the backgrounds of our 
time be set forth at least in outline, since 
the past is the subsoil out of which the 
present has grown and a knowledge of it 
is indispensable to a comprehension of the 
life of today. This the authors have done 
in an introductory chapter on ‘‘ How Reli- 
gions Grow,’’ followed by a second chap- 
ter on ‘‘The Religious Heritage of the 
Nineteenth Century.’’ Here the emphasis 
is correctly put upon the direct and .in- 
direct results that have followed the trans- 
formation of America from a farming com- 
munity to a highly industralized civiliza- 
tion. In the endeayor to trace the many 
subtle causes that have effected this trans- 
formation the authors have compressed a 
vast amount of information and interpre- 
tation into a comparatively narrow com- 
pass. Probably the value of these chap- 
ters would have been greater if they had 
been longer and if they did not assume so 
much preliminary knowledge on the part 
of the reader. Generalization is the bane 
of most’ writers upon religion and it 
does not seem unjust to say that the au- 
thors have fallen into this error in some 
degree. To have quoted chapter and verse 
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in support of a number of their declara- 
tions, of the truth of which there is no 
doubt, would have helped many of their 
readers to follow them with less effort and 
perhaps with greater sympathy. This they 
could easily have done because every page 
bears witness to their rich resources in 
learning and the keenness of their analyti- 
cal power. 

But when we pass from these preliminary 
chapters this limitation vanishes in a 
growing concreteness. Doubtless the rea- 
son lies in the fact that they are speaking 
more definitely from their own experience. 
It would be difficult to find a better or 
more painstaking analysis of the effects of 
science upon religious thought than that 
offered in the third chapter of the book. 
Of equal value and of greater originality 
is the chapter on religion and industrial- 
ism, a field which is still terra incognita to 
so many preachers and religious teachers. 
Here there are observations of Shavian 
flavor that should sting the reader into a 
reappraisal of his own attitude. For exam- 
ple, after describing the American cult of 
prosperity in terms which admit of no 
denial, and which should bring a blush of 
shame to the cheeks of every sensitive 
churchman, there is the following pungent 
criticism of the easy-going optimism of 
the school of Messrs. Babson and Barton, 
though the names of these self-complacent 
exponents of Babbitry are not mentioned. 
‘*To become the mouthpiece of the busi- 
ness spirit, to glorify competitive ‘serv- 
ice,’ to see Jesus as the first advertising 
man, and the Last Supper as the first 
Rotary Club luncheon—this is a new story 
even for the chameleon forms of Chris- 
tianity.’? 

The judicial attitude of the authors and 
their evident sympathy for their fellows, 
however great their errors and blunders, 
become evident when they pass from what 
may be called physical backgrounds of the 
religion of today to the specific examina- 
tion of its readjustments in the swirling 
currents of a changing world. Both lib- 
eral and conservative readers will admit 
that their respective positions are sympa- 
thetically and adequately set forth in the 


chapters entitled respectively, ‘‘The Com- 
promise of Liberalism’’ and ‘‘The Strength 
of Orthodoxy.’’ Perhaps the liberal will 
have more pain in seeing himself as others 
see him, for it is no light thing to be told 
that ‘‘liberal leaders are still offering . . . 
religious attitude and a philosophical in- 
terpretation of the religious life a hun- 
dred years out of date.’’ Space does not 
permit an examination of this dictum but 
it will be well for the liberal to ask him- 
self whether the fundamentalist has not a 
prima facie case against his apparent in- 
consistencies. 


The self-complacency of the Protestant, 
whatever his school, will be disturbed by 
the contrast of his cherished traditions 
with those of Roman Catholicism. Many 
of our theological troubles in Protestantism 
derive from the fact that in the Scriptures 
we have a static authority, whereas Rome 
has the great advantage of a living Church 
which grows and interprets anew as occa- 
sion demands. Nowhere is the Roman 
Church of today making the blunder of 
opposing science in the manner of the 
Protestant Churches in Tennessee, Arkan- 
sas and other southern states, 


But the climax of the book is reached 
in the second part consisting of only eighty 
pages, where the intellectual, spiritual, 
and moral challenges, and the challenge 
to the faith of the modern man are per- 
suasively and cogently set forth. It will 
be reassuring to the conservative reader 
of open mind to discover that though the 
approach of the author is humanistic, in 
reality they reach the Christian goal. With- 
out impatience and always with sympathy 
they seek to understand men, whatever 
their mental attitude, and underneath their 
most fundamental differences they discover 
the same longings and the same elemental 
needs. Though the tone and outlook of 
the book are frankly modern, its touch is 
always gentle, its horizons wide, and its 
faith contagious. When the confused re- 


ligionist has mastered its message, even — 


though he may be unable to. accept some 
of the premises of the authors, or to fol- 
low all their arguments, he will have 
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grounds for fresh courage. Everyone can 
join with the authors in the words with 
which their book ends, ‘‘The faith that is 
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the substance of things hoped for . . . is 
the faith that has led the high-minded in 
every generation to break step with the 
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crowd, and to blaze new paths for the ad 
vance of mankind, and today, as yesterday, 
it is this faith that overcomes the world.’’ 


Heart to Heart Letters On Personal Religion 


Thoughtful Reader: 


It would be much easier to be imper- 
sonal about these matters of the spirit, 
but there is serious danger of being there- 
by of little use. Paul and Peter and John 
and James and the other New Testament 
writers exposed much of their own inner 
hearts in their writings. This is one rea- 
son why they are so helpful. Self-revela- 
tion is a part of the price of spiritual in- 
fluence. God save us from so many dumb 
Christians. 

Christ and Me 

Christ projected His universal program 
on the basis of personal testimony. He 
said, “Be witnesses unto Me.” He meant, 
“Tell what you know about Me.” This is 
terribly personal. It shows how personal 
a matter real religion is. It is all a ques- 
tion of Christ and me. If I know Him, 
I have religion. If I do not, I have no 
religion that meets my needs. 

If Christ means much to me, I ought 
to be able to say a good word for Him. 
Other folks need Him as much as I do. 
How ean they find out what He can do for 
them unless some one tells them? Why 
should not this someone be I? Many people 
say: “Some one should do it, but why 
should I?” Why not rather say: “Some 
one should do it,—so why not I?” One 
attitude is pagan; the other Christian. 

Limitations of the Preacher 


It can’t always be the preacher who 
tells the story. He can’t reach all the 
folks who need Christ. Anyway lots of 


By Ernest Mann 


folks think he is different from them. So 
they imagine his needs may be different. 
But if Christ can help an ordinary person 
like me, He can help anybody. So I may 
be able to help someone even more than 
the preacher can. Because I am more like 
the ordinary folks. So if Christ wants us 
to tell other folks what we know about 
Him, I might as well try to be frank and 
open in this letter and other letters that 
may follow. I am not therefore going to 
apologize for saying “T.”’ Of course I shall 
try to use it sparingly. But I am going 
to try to say only what I really feel and 
know. 


“Deep Calleth Unto Deep” 


I once read this sentence: “The depth 
from which our words are spoken, is the 
measure of the depth at which they will 
be heard.” I believe that this is true. 
If we do not really and deeply feel what 
we say, it will not go very deeply into 
any other heart or life. Reality is what 
folks want. Too much talk is just on the 
surface. And it goes no deeper than its 
source. I have lived long enough to find 
out that I have many needs and problems. 
And I have found this out too: that other 
folks have the same needs that I have. 
At first I thought I was so different from 
everybody. Now I find that I am like 
almost every other person. 


Your Sins are Mine 


So I think that old minister was right 
when he gave this advice to a young man 


just starting out: “Find out your own 
sins, and then boldly charge these sins 
upon those who hear you.” The best 
preachers all do this, and tell how they 
deal with their own sins. All their preach- 
ing that helps anyone, must in reality re- 
flect their own experiences with sin aud 
with Christ. 


Your Chance to “Say So” 


So I am going to try to do this very 
hard thing: to stick to what I know about 
God and Christ and sin and salvation in 
what I write. Except that I want you 
also to write and tell me what you have 
found out about these matters. And I 
may include in my future letters some sen- 
tences from what you say, without of 
course, using your name. In this way it 
will all be “heart to heart,’ even though 
many different heart-beats are felt in the 
different things that are said. Hors at 
we can learn to write and to say to others, 
the heart-things we know about Christ 
and how He meets human needs of all 
kinds, we shall help a lot of other folks. 
And this will make life itself full of the 
love of Christ and also the joy of Christ. 
And when life gets full of these things, it 
begins to be real life. 

Yours in the bonds of common 
needs, ; 


heart- 


Ernest Mann. 


P, 8. Please send your letters to me in 
care of this paper, and they will reach me 
promptly. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


MEETINGS OF THE SYNODS 


Pittsburgh Synod—October 7, 1929. 
Amity Church, Meyersdale, Pa. Rev. B. 
A. Black, Meyersdale, Pa. 

Eastern Synod—October 14, 1929. Christ 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa. (Green St., near 
16th.) Rev. A. R. Tosh, 2213 Green St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Potomac Synod—October 21, 1929. Hei- 
delberg Church, York, Pa. Rev. W. Sher- 
man Kerschner, D. D., 125 N. Beaver St., 
York, Pa. 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD 
Meyersdale, Pa., Oct. 7-10, 1929 


The Pittsburgh Synod of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S. will meet in Meyers- 
dale, Pa., Monday evening, Oct. 7, at 7.30 
o’clock. The president will preach the 
opening sermon and the Rev. Charles E. 
Schaeffer, D.D., will address the Synod. 

The congregation will entertain the 
Synod on the Harvard Plan. All desiring 
entertainment must write for same to the 
Rev. Blanchard A. Black, Meyersdale, Pa., 
not later than Oct. 2. Meyersdale is on 
the Baltimore and Ohio R. R. Trains leave 
Pittsburgh 6; 8.20 A. M., and 12.40 and 
6 P. M., arriving at Meyersdale at 10.59; 
11.33 A. M. and 4.08 and 9.09 P. M.; also 
leave Johnstown at 6 A. M. and 1 P. M., 
making connections at Rockwood. Bus 
service: Leave Pittsburgh 7.30 A. M. and 
1 P. M. Time almost four hours. Leave 


Johnstown 7.30, 9.15 A. M., 2.20 and 6 
P. M. Time, 214 hours. 

George L. Roth, President; 

J. Harvey Mickley, Stated Clerk. 


Johnstown, Pa. 


NOTICE TO EASTERN SYNOD 
PASTORS 


Members of the Eastern Synod and their 
friends are invited to a supper at the Chris- 
tian Association Building on the evening 
of Wednesday, October 16. One of the 
objects of this supper is to enable pastors, 
who have student members in any of our 
schools here, to use this occasion to see 
them. 

We shall make a charge of fifty cents 
for members of Synod and their friends, 
but if pastors will arrange in advance to 
meet their students at that supper and 
report their names to us not later than 
noon of the previous day, viz., Tuesday, 
Oct. 15, their students will be admitted 
without charge. Please report to Clayton 
H. Ranck, 3601 Locust St., Philadelphia. 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE EDITOR 


In this issue the “Messenger” begins a 
series of letters addressed by ‘Ernest 
Mann” to each one of you in the big 
“Messenger” family. We sincerely hope 
you will not miss them. You will find the 
writer to be just what his name implies. 
He is one of America’s eminent religious 
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leaders, and these letters will be so simple, 
direct and heartsearching that you can 
hardly evade their message. These “Heart 
to Heart Letters on Personal Religion” 
will, we hope, reach the hearts and con- 
sciences of thousands, and help to give us 
just the preparation we need for the prop- 
er celebration of the great Pentecostal 
Year ahead. 
—The Editor. 


NOTICE 


The Stated Clerks of the 60 Classes of 
the Reformed Church are kindly requested 
to send in their shipment lists for the 
Minutes of the General Synod promptly, 
according to the allotment made for them 
by the respective State Clerks of the seven 
Synods. Up to Sept. 27, one-third of these 
shipment lists have been received. The 
lists must give the complete address of 
person to whom the Minutes are to be 
shipped and the number of copies to be 
sent to each addressee. 


J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk. 


NOTICE 


The Society for the Relief of Ministers 
and their Widows, the oldest benevolent 
institution of the Reformed Church, will 
hold its annual meeting in Heidelberg 
Church, York, Pa., on Monday, Oct. 21, 
1929, at 7 P. M. 

Eugene L. McLean, Secretary. 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Walter B. Leis to 911 Main St., 
Hamilton, Ohio. 


The widow of one our most valued 
friends has the following publications for 
sale: EXPOSITOR, from December 192( 
to 1929; HOMILETIC REVIEW, 1892- 
1929; and REFORMED CHURCH RE- 
VIEW, 1906-1926. Anyone interested may 
address THE MESSENGER office. 

In First Church, Indianapolis, Ind., Rev. 
Carl J. G. Russom, pastor, Sept. 22 was 
Visitation Sunday. The Church School at- 
tendanee Sept. 15 was 250. Oct. 6 will 
be observed as Rally Day. Dr. E. H. Wes- 
sler is conducting a special series of ser- 
vices Oct. 1-4, 

The Fall Institute of the W. M. 8. of 
Lebanon Classis will be held Saturday 
Noy. 2, in Christ Church, Annville, Rev. 
K. Otis Spessard, pastor. Miss Greta 
Hinkle will meet with the G. M. G. There 
will also be a missionary present in the 
afternoon session. 

The Edinburg Charge of Virginia 
Classis has recently become vacant by the 
resignation of the pastor, Rev. J. Philip 
Harner. This is a very desirable charge 
of 3 congregations. A good parsonage 
and a fair salary. Any minister interest- 
ed may address Mr. G. Robert Irvin, Ed- 
inburg, Va. 

Zion Church, York, Pa., Rev. J. Kern 
McKee, D. D., pastor, held Rally Day ser- 
vices on Sept. 29. At the morning wor- 
ship, Rev. L. Louis Aber, of the Penna. 
State 8. S. Association, preached. The 
pastor preached in the evening. Holy 
Communion will be celebrated Oct. 6. Oct. 
27 will be Anniversary Day. 

The Philadelphia School for Christian 
Workers of the. Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Churches offers special opportun- 
ities for Bible Training to S. S. officers, 
teachers, students and any others who may 
be interested. Information may be se- 
cured by addressing President C. H. Gil- 
lingham, D. D., 1122 Spruce St., Phila., 
Pa. 


St. John’s Church, Philadelphia, Pa., 
Rev. Robert O’Boyle, pastor, celebrated 
Harvest Home services Sept. 15. The 
decorations of the chancel, of fruit and 
grain, were beautiful. The offering, as on 
all these occasions, was a special one and 
very liberal. Holy Communion will be 
celebrated Oct. 6. 

The 67th annual convention of the Pa. 
State Sabbath School Association meets 
in Williamsport Oct. 9, 10 and 11. The 
program is a great one, and our Chureh 
should be largely represented. Dr. C. A. 
Hauser will speak to the Adult Division. 
Christian Education Headquarters will be 
at St. John’s Reformed Church, Rey. W. C. 
Rittenhouse, pastor. 

In addition to the $108.50 heretofore 
contributed by “Messenger” readers for 
the salary of Miss Agnes Wolfe, faithful 
teacher in the Bowling Green, Ky., Acad- 
emy for Colored Youth, we gladly report 
today $5 from Mrs. J. H., Bellefonte, Pa., 
and $5 from Mrs. W. W. D., Rutherford, 
N. J. The total is now $118.50. Surely 
many others want to have a share in this. 
Why not do it now? 


The Philadelphia Reformed Ministerial 
Association will resume its weekly meet- 
ings Oct. 7 in the Assembly Room of the 
Schaff Building. Dr. J. M. S. Isenberg 
will bring a message on the subject: MY 
OBSERVATIONS AND IMPRESSIONS 
OF EUROPE. The Executive Committee 
has arranged a very helpful and construct- 
ive program-for the year and looks for- 
ward to a whole-hearted support from the 
brethren. 


The “Messenger” is delighted to learn 
that our friends, Hon. and Mrs. Emory lL. 
Coblentz, and Miss Virginia, of Middle- 
town, Md., are recovering from the serious 
injuries received in a recent automobile 
accident. Mrs. Coblentz has now almost 


completely recovered. Mr. Coblentz and 
his daughter will be required to remain 
several weeks longer at the Frederick Hos- 
pital, but they are resting comfortably 
and the physicians give assurance of a 
complete recovery in each ease. 

Rev. William E. Harr, pastor of St. 
Luke’s Church, Lock Haven, Pa., is presi- 
dent of the Council that conducts the 
school of religious education in the city. 
The enrollment for the first semester was 
53. Harvest Home services were held in 
St Luke’s Church on Sept. 15 The dec- 
orations in charge of Mr. Thomas W. 
Bethier were beautiful and _ elaborate. 
Promotion Day will be observed on Sept. 
29 and the fall rally on Oct. 6. 

The Harvest Home season in Deep 
Creek, Pa., Charge, Rev. Herman J. Naft- 
zinger, Hegins, Pa., pastor, was unusually 
inspiring. The offering in Frieden’s 
Church was $172.50 for benevolence. On 
Oct. 6 the pastor will exchange pulpits 
with Student Charles Buffington, who is 
supplying the Lenhartsville Charge. Con- 
firmation and Preparatory services will be 
held Saturday evening, Oct. 12. Holy 
Communion will be observed Oct. 13. 
There is a class to be confirmed in each 
Church of the charge this fall. 

Christ Church Sunday School, Phila., 
Pa., had a very interesting address from 
Prof. G. Koriyama of the North Japan 
College, .Sendai, Japan, on Sept. 22. A 
reference to the conditions of only 60 
years past in Japan, reminded his hearers 
that the government of that land punished 
with death, any one embracing Christianity 
—not only the believer, but the whole fa- 
mily, children, wife, and grandparents, for 
fear of contamination from this so-called 
“evil religion.” “Today,” he stated, “the 
government encourages Christianity.” 

Youth leaders in 12 states and 5 de- 
nominations have already subscribed for 
1929-30 issues of “Youth Guide Book.” The 
October issue shows why there is such 
wide interest in this publication. It in- 
cludes “When the Camper Comes Home,” 
Discussion Topics for October, Worship 
Program Suggestions and a Hallowe’en 
Party “A Journey to the Land of Shades.” 
“Youth’s Guide Book” is published month- 
ly for only $1 a year. 

A good friend in New Jersey writes: 
‘“‘The Messenger is the great source of 
pleasure to me and Billy, my grandson, 
is as interested as I am. He likes Dr. 
Dickert’s sermons, and never tires of the 
childrens’ stories or the puzzle box ’’ 
That is the sort of testimony that does us 
good. 

Friends throughout the denomination 
will sympathize with Elder J. Tilden Hed- 
rick, of Lexington, N. C., in the death of 
his mother, Mrs. Thornton T. Hedrick, at 
the age of 70 years. She was long a de- 
voted member of First Church, Lexington. 
Funeral services were conducted Sept. 28 
by the pastor, Dr. J. C. Leonard. Other 
ministers present were Dr. E. R. Hoke, 
Revs. Shuford Peeler and Milton Whitener, 
all of Catawba College. 

The Rev. G. W. Kerstetter, of Brad- 
dock Heights, Md., has accepted the office 
of Executive Secretary, for the Anti-Cig- 
arette the Alliance of America in the state of 
Maryland, and will begin work Oct, Ist. 
He will have full charge of the work in 
the State, organizing a federated organiza- 
tion of all sympathetic organizations for a 
campaign of education and necessary 
legislation to protect the children and 
youth from the cigarette habit. He will 
speak to the schools, Churches, P. T. A.’s, 
W.C.T.Us, clubs and other organizations. 

The Missionary Societies of the Mt. 
Crawford Charge, Virginia Classis, held 
an all day session in Trinity Church, Mt. 
Crawford, Va., Rev. C. M. Arey, pastor, 
Sept. 11. The morning session was given 
to the book review, “Our Friends in Af- 
rica,” conducted by the pastor. A very 
interesting and helpful number on the 


program was an address by Miss Glass, 
Missionary in Africa. During the after- 
noon session the review was concluded and 
the regular monthly meeting was held. 
During the day 50 members and a num- 
ber of friends were in attendance. All 
enjoyed the noon hour of fellowship and 
bountiful basket dinner served by mem- 
bers of Trinity Society. 

St Paul’s Church, Quarryville, Pa., Rey. 
Addison H. Groff, pastor, reports rapid 
progress being made in the erection of the 
new Church and §. 8S. building. Ground 
was broken on Mother’s Day and it is ex- 
pected to complete the structure before the 
first of the year. The S. S. part of the 
building is one story in height with clere- 
story above and rooms for classes and de- 
partments surrounding the assembly room, 
which can be used with the main Chureh 
when occasions demand. 15 memorial win- 
dows have been placed in the S. 8S. rooms 
by individuals and elasses. In the Chureh 
proper, all the memorial windows placed 
when the church was remodeled in 1893, 
will be put back in the same places, after 
they have been repaired and relettered. 

The Middlebrook Charge of Virginia 
Classis, Rev. Horace R. Lequear, pastor, 
has carried on two two-week Church Va- 
cation Schools this summer. The one at 
St. John enrolled 43 pupils with an aver- 
age attendance of 38, while the one at 
St. Paul late in August enrolled 53 pu- 
pils with an average attendance of 47. 
The regular attendance of the pupils show- . 
ed remarkable interest and appreciation 
because they came from a scattered coun- 
try constituency. St. Paul’s congregation 
lost her Chureh building by fire last spring 
and by invitation has been worshipping in 
the Mt. Hermon Lutheran building in the 
same village. This has led to a fine spirit 
of co-operation in a union Sunday School, 
a union Vacation School, and a union 
Young People’s Society, the preaching ser- 
vices alternating with the Sundays. 

In First Chureh, Greensboro, N. C., Rev. 
H. A. Fesperman, pastor, the fall program 
began with the observance of Harvest 
Home Sept. 22. The Church was profusely 
decorated with fruits and flowers, veget- 
ables and grains. The weather was in- 
clement but a large congregation was 
present. Evangelistic services began Sep- 
tember 25 to continue through October 4. 
Rev. A. O. Leonard, pastor of Second 
Church, Lexington, is doing the preaching. 
Palmer Sisters, evangelistic singers, are 
furnishing special musie and directing the 
Junior Choir. Decision Day will be ob- 
served Sept. 29; Rally Day is scheduled 
for Oct. 6; the Holy Communion, Oct. 13. 
The concert class from Nazareth Orphans’ 
Home gave their program in First Church 
Sunday evening, Aug. 25. The congrega- 
tion was large and the offering amounted 
to $225. The pastor will assist in evan- 
gelistie services for 10 days in Second 
Church, Lexington, from Oct. 10-18. 

Rev. Mr. and Mrs. C. Gumbert, of 
Schellsburg, Pa., on Sept. 20 and 21, cele- 
brated their 80th and 81st birthdays. On 
Jan. 8, 1930, will be the 50th anniversary 
of their wedding. 50 years ago in May 
past, Rev. Mr. Gumbert graduated from 
the Theological School of Mercersburg 
College. For 40 years he continued in 
the active work of the ministry, and then, 
on aceount of age, defective hearing.and 
failing eyesight, he retired from the ac- 
tive ministry. To celebrate these import- 
ant events, the 2 sons of Rev. Mr. and 
Mrs. Gumbert, with their wives, and many 
nieces and nephews, motored to Schells- 
burg and joined in making the occasion a 
red-letter day. Mrs. Frances Bandi pre- 
sented the couple with a number of choice 
articles and a purse of $100 in gold. Rev. 
Mr. Gumbert expressed his appreciation 
and delighted those present by some re- 
miniseeneces of the past 50 years. 
“Messenger” joins in wishing for Mr. and © 


Thess 


— 


Mrs. Gumbert many more years of health 


and happiness. 


nee 
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Rally Day was observed in the 8. S. of 
First Church, Steelton, Pa., Rev. J. H. 
Dorman, pastor, on Sept. 22. During 
August the Church was refurnished with 
new pews, the floor covered with linoleum, 
and the walls refrescoed. The Church was 
re-dedicated on Sept. 22 at which time 
Rey. Edwin W. Lentz, D. D., president of 
Kastern Synod, and also a former pastor of 
the Church, preached the sermon. The cost 
of the improvements was approximately 
$1,600. 

Christ Church, Philadelphia, is prepar- 
ing to take care of the Eastern Synod 
which meets Oct. 14-17. The Hon. Mayor 
Mackey will deliver the address of wel- 
come to the delegates Monday night. Rev. 
Joseph Fort Newton, D. D., has been se- 
cured for Wednesday night’s program. 
Data of interest to all delegates will be 
sent out shortly. The pastor loci, Rev. 
Aaron R. Tosh, 2213 Green Street, Phila., 
Pa., will cheerfully give any additional 
information desired. > 

The banquet of the Men’s Social Union 
of Philadelphia, will be held Tuesday 
evening, Oct. 15, at 6.30 o’clock, at the 
Hotel Rittenhouse, 22nd and Chestnut Sts. 
The ladies are also invited to attend this 
meeting. The following will participate 
in the program: Ethel Smeltzer Littlehales, 
soprano; Esther Brinker, contralto; Al- 
fred J. Mathias, tenor; Horace R. Hood, 
baritone; and Virginia Klem, accompanist; 
all of the Arion Concert Company. Dr. 
Boyd Edwards, headmaster of Mercersburg 
Academy, will give the address on the sub- 
ject: ‘‘Boys Will Be Men’?’, 

Faith Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. Elmer E. 
Leiphart, pastor, broke ground for their 
new Church edifice on Sept. 22 at 11 A. M. 
An appropriate order of worship was ob- 
served and an inspiring address was given 
by Mr. Joseph 8. Wise, Supt. of the Church 
Building Dept. of the Home Mission Board. 
A large congregation was present and 
many of the members and friends took 
part in the ground breaking. The new 
building is to be of Gothie Clerestory in 
design and will be adapted for modern 
Church program. 

The Annual Harvest Home Service was 
held at St. John’s Church, Bethlehem, Pa., 
Rey. Walter D. Mehrling, pastor, on Sept. 
22. There was a large and beautiful dis- 
play of fruits and flowers, grains and 
vegetables in charge of a committee con- 
sisting of W. O. Snyder, Thomas F. Fritz, 
and Mrs. Floyd E. Heller. These gifts 
were presented to the pastor’s family at 
the close of the evening service. Friends 
were present from Pottstown, Stowe, 
Northampton, Allentown and Freeland. 
The Rev. Dr. Z. A. Yearick, founder and 
pastor emeritus, shared in the chancel ser- 
vice at the morning worship. 


The October program for Wilson Ave- 
nue Church, Columbus, O., Rev. E. Bruec 
Jacobs, pastor, calls for Rally Day in the 
Sunday School Oct. 6. In the afternoon, 
the Christian Endeavor Society will hold 
the first of the year’s “Young People’s 
Pleasant and Popular Sunday Afternoon” 
especially for students at Ohio State Uni- 
versity. This event consists of a Chris- 
tian Endeavor meeting, a fellowship lunch- 
eon and the evening preaching service. 
Oct. 13 is “Inter-family Visitation Day.” 
Families of the Church are to be divided 
into groups of four. One of these families 
with an auto, takes another family to call 
on the two remaining families of the 
group. Thus it is hoped to have every 
family visited or visiting on that day. 


The annual Harvest Home services in 
Wentz’s Charge, Worcester, Pa., Rev. G. 
W. Hartman, pastor, were held on Sept 1 
and 8. The services were well attended 
and the offerings were sufficiently liberal 
to give assurance that the Apportionment 
will again be paid in full, even though 
fiseal Classical year terminates on Dee. 31, 
The Rally Day services this year should 


prove to be of unusual interest and help to 
the people. Mr. Ralph 8. Adams was 
the guest speaker at the Rally Day ser- 
vice in Christ Church, on Sept. 29; and 
Mr. Edwin §. Fretz, chairman of the re- 
cent Phoebe Home Campaign, will deliver 
the address in Wentz’s Church on Oct. 6. 
Holy Communion services will be held Oct. 
13 and 20. 

Licentiate Edmund Paul Welker, of the 
1929 class of the Theological Seminary, 
Lancaster, Pa., was ordained a minister of 
the Word, in an impressive service held 
in St. Paul’s Church, Trauger, Pa., by the 
Classis of Westmoreland, represented by 
Revs. Victor A. Ruth, chairman; and 
Paul T. Stonesifer, and Elder John Welty. 
The ordination was followed by the in- 
stallation service, when Rev. Mr. Welker 
was constituted pastor of the Pleasant- 
Unity Charge, to succeed the late Dr. 8. 
H. Dietzel. The well attended service and 
the fine service shown after the service, 
when the entire membership spontaneously 
came forward to greet their newly install- 
ed pastor, augur well for a happy, success- 
ful pastorate to follow. 

The Festival of Harvest Home was cele- 
brated in Zion Church, New Providence, 
Pa., Rev. Harry E. Shepardson, pastor 
Sept. 15 with a large congregation present. 
The Chancel was filled with a profusion of 
the products of garden and farm. The 
day marked the completion of the Church 
building project in progress for 2 years. 
Four presentations were made: the new 
pews by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Warden of 
York in memory of Dr. and Mrs. William 
F. Wentz; the American flag by Mrs. Este 
M. Ault of Lancaster in memory of Rey. 
John W. Ault, pastor 1904-11; the hymn 
board by Miss K. Bernice Eckman of 
Marietta in memory of John Eckman, 
Church organist for many years; the 
chairs in the Beginners and Primary rooms 
were placed by the Young Ladies Bible 
class. The offerings and gifts for the day 
amounted to more than one thousand 
dollars. 


Dr J. H String, of Zelienople, Pa., gave 
an address before the Rotary Club of 
Franklin, Pa, on his recent tour of the 
national parks in southern Utah, Zion Park 
with its great White Throne, Bryce Can- 
yon with its Porcelain Pinnacles, and the 
Grand Canyon in Arizona, which if one 
ever sees they will never call anything 
else Grand but the glory of God. The 
travelogue was illustrated with beautiful 
stereopticon views. The President of the 
Franklin Rotary is Rev. Benjamin Bunn 
Royer, D. D., pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Franklin, and a former 
pastor in the Reformed Church, Dr. String 
also stopped at Grove City and entertained 
the aged men and women at the Odd Fel- 
lows’ Home in the same way, much to their 
delight. 


An enthusiastic group of members of 
Christ Church, Bethlehem, Pa., gathered ou 
Thursday night, Sept. 19, in the Lecture 
Room for the Annual Fall Conference of 
Church Workers with the pastor, Rev. Wm. 
H. Bollman, in charge. Present were mem- 
bers of the consistory, teachers and offi- 
cers of the Sunday School, and represent- 
ative officers and leaders of each organ- 
ization of the Church. The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss objectives for the 
general work of the Church and Sunday 
School for the Fall and Winter. As a 
result, the organizations will aim to meet 
the challenge of the pastor: a 10% in- 
crease in membership, contributions, and 
in the number of those communing. At 
the close of the business meeting a social 
hour was enjoyed in the Social Room. 

After a congregational meeting of St. 
John’s Chureh, Fullerton, Pa., Rev. Thomas 
H. Krick, pastor, the subject of separation 
from the Lutherans was considered and 
acted upon. After satisfactory arrange- 
ments had been made, the Reformed con- 
gregation held their last services in the 
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WANTED: Three or four dozen 
copies of the edition of the “Re- 
formed Church Hymnal” published 
in 1909. Address: St. Luke’s Re- 
formed Church, care of Mrs. J. S. 
Hoover, Fishertown, Penna. 


TO THE MEMBERS 
OF 
PITTSBURGH SYNOD 
YOU ARE INVITED 
TO EXAMINE DURING 
THE SESSION OF SYNOD 
ae ai oe 


A CHOICE SELECTION 
OF 
THE LATEST BOOKS 
OF 
THEOLOGY, SERMONS 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
AND OF 
GENERAL INTEREST 
TO MINISTERS AND 
LAYMEN 


will be time for 
examination and for satisfac- 
tory selection of the books you 
will need for your Fall and 
Winter Reading. 

An increasing number of 
Ministers are making the an- 
nual book exhibits made at the 
meetings of the Synods, the 
occasion for their main book- 
buying for the year. 

We covet the opportunity to 
serve you. 


There 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION OF THE 
REFORMED CHURCH 

George W. Waidner, 
Representative. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
cio GOWNS 


Embroidered Pulpit 
Hangings, Bookmarkers, etc. 
Clerical Clothing 


COX SONS & VINING 
131-A E. 23rd St., New York 


MENEELY BELL Co. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


aaee 1= 14 eg a 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 


, MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P. BERGER - Zz Lebanon, Pa. 
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old building on April 21 and conducted 
their first service in the school building 
May 5, where it is expected to hold Sun- 
day School and services until the new 
Church is built. A lot 200x130 feet was 
accepted when offered by Miles R. New- 
hard. The campaign for funds was con- 
ducted in May and_closed with a total 
subscription of $32,286. The contract was 
awarded Aug. 12 and ground breaking ser- 
vices were held Aug. 18, when Rev. Paul 
R. Pontius, president of Lehigh Classis, 
delivered the address. 


Trinity Church, Phila, Pa., Rev. Purd 
KE. Deitz, pastor, held its service of corner 
stone laying on Sept. 8. Mr. Harry E. 
Paisley, chairman of the Building Commit- 
tee, and the pastor made the addresses. 
The Keystone Brass Quartet furnished the 
special music. Mr, Henry C. Trumbower 
and Mr. Henry M. Housekeeper were as- 
sisted by Mr. Henry P. Schneider, con- 
tractor, in laying the stone. Sept. 8 was 
also observed as Home-Coming Day. Sept. 
29 was the Annual Re-Union Day. The 
message was brought by Mrs. D. B. Schne- 
der, and Mr. Jacob Uhl, leader of Gen- 
eral Pershing’s Orchestra in France, ren- 
dered several violin selections. Fall Com- 
munion will be observed on Oct. 6. Oct. 
13 will be Harvest Home and Children’s 
Day. During August the average Chureh 
School attendance was 304, 


Mrs. Wm. H. Bollman, of Christ Church, 
Bethlehem, Pa., entertained the members 
of the missionary society at the Manse on 
the afternoons of Sept. 19-20. The mem- 
bers were divided into 4 groups of about 
20 each. The purpose of the occasion was 
to inaugurate the idea conceived by Mrs. 
Bollman as explained elsewhere in this is- 
sue, in her own society. The invitations 
in the form of tea pots as designed by the 
Misses Evelyn and Natalie Gehman and 
Jane Reynolds, members of the G. M. G., 
were on exhibition. After the “business” 
meetings Mrs. Bollman served both tea 
and coffee, Mrs. C. F. Reiter, Mrs. Chas. 
Baney, Mrs. H, A. Gehman, and Miss Geor- 
gene Miller pouring. The prize of $2 of- 
fered by the Department at the North- 
field Conference was awarded to Mrs. 
30llman for use in her society. It wiil 
be divided among the 4 groups and will 
be put to work. Each group hopes its 50 
cents will earn the largest amount during 
the coming year. 


On Sept. 22, the first Sunday of the new 
academie year at Mercersburg Academy, 
the Head Master, Dr. Boyd Edwards, 
preached an eloquent sermon on the Aecad- 
emy Hymn, “Jesus, I Live to Thee,” by 
Dr. Henry Harbaugh. The “Messenger” 
will have the privilege of publishing this 
fine discourse next week. The preachers 
at the Academy for the remainder of the 
year include the following: Sept. 29, Dr. 
Paul S. Leinbach; Oct. 6, Dr. Chas. R. 
3rown; Oct. 13, Dr. A. W. Beaven; Oct. 
20, Dr. R. W. Wicks; Oct. 29, Dr. Guthrie 
Speers; Nov. 3, Dr. Howard Bement; Nov. 
10, Dr. Wyatt E. Brown; Nov. 17, Dr. 
Chester B. Emerson; Nov. 24, Bishop Ed- 
win A. Penick; Dec. 1, Dr. Chas. E. Schaef- 
fer; Dee. 8, Dr. W. N. Woodfin; Dee. 15, 
the Head Master. The birthday of the 
late Dr. Wm. Mann Irvine will be fit- 
tingly celebrated on the afternoon of Oct. 
13, when a distinguished alumnus of the 
Academy will give the eulogy on the form- 
er Head Master. 


From the standpoint of Church attend- 
anee, the Abbey Church, Huntingdon, Pa., 
Rev. H. D. McKeehan, S. T. M., pastor, is 
enjoying the best season of its history. 
Students and-visitors attend the services 
in large numbers. The continuous series 
of services featuring sermons by the most 
outstanding preachers which was tempor- 
arily abandoned beeause of the building 
project, is to be resumed, The Musie Club 
of the city is using the Assembly Hall. 
Here, too, the Rotarians have been dining 
weekly. Under the auspices of the Amer- 


ican Association of University Women, in- 
struction is to be given in sex education. 
The pastor is just completing some writ- 
ing which deals with the social life of 
Palestine during the life of Jesus. Mr. 
MecKeehan will do considerable preaching 
away from home during the winter 
months. In the hope of securing accurate 
and helpful information relative to all un- 
Churched families in the community, a 
door-to-door canvass will be made during 
November. This canvass will be conducted 
by ministerial students who are now en- 
rolled at Juniata College. From the basis 
of the information thus gained, Rev. Mr. 
MecKeehan will direct his evangelistic en- 
deavors during the winter months. 

In the Kannapolis, N. C., Charge, Rev. 
L. A. Peeler, pastor, Sept. ushered in an 
increased attendance at St. John’s Church. 
The 8. S. attendance has increased about 
15% over that of August. On Sept. 8 the 
Orphans Class in the Charge gave their 
concert in St. John’s at 11 A. M., and at 
St. Paul’s at 2.30 p. m. St. Paul’s congre- 
gation served dinner to the class and all 
others present that day. The concert was 
greatly enjoyed and the offerings liberal. 
On Sept. 22 Harvest Home services were 
held. The decorations were beautiful at 
both Churches and the attendance good. 
Keller Church, which is supplied by the 
pastor, held their Harvest Home service 
Sept. 15. The greater part of the edibles 
found their way to the parsonage, where 
they were greatly appreciated. Keller 
congregation has recently made extensive 
improvements to their Church building. 
On Sept. 15 Mr. Edrie Moose, one of the 
faithful young men of St. John’s congre- 
gation, and Miss Beulah Iverson, were 
quietly married by the pastor. Miss Iver- 
son is from Cedartown, Ga., and has been 
a faithful attendant at the services since 
coming to Kannapolis. After a trip 
through the South Mr. and Mrs. Moose 
will reside in Kannapolis. 

It was an interesting sight and scene on 
Sunday morning, Sept. 15, when a large 
number of automobiles arrived at St. 
Mark’s Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. Gustav 
R. Poetter, pastor, and brought over 200 
members of the Sunday School of the Good 
Shepherd Church, Boyertown, Pa., for a 
visit to the Sunday School. Rev. George 
G. Greenawalt led the procession. Charles 
R. Krick, general superintendent, delivered 
the address of welcome, and Rey. Mr. 
Poetter taught the Sunday School lesson, 
“‘Teaching the Law of God,’’? from the 
platform to the main school. Rev. G. G. 
Greenawalt brought the greetings of his 
class. A modern equipment, a gift of an 
interested member of the congregation, 
was placed in the Beginners’ Department, 
of which Mrs. Ira G. Lutz is the super- 
intendent. The festival of Harvest Home 
was celebrated at both services of the 
Church, and the pastor preached in the 
morning, ‘‘The Call Today for Gratitude, ’’ 
and at night on ‘‘The Best Dish at the 
Banquet.’’? Fruits, vegetables, flowers and 
cereals, in abundance, were placed on the 
platform, and delivered on Monday morn- 
ing to the Home for Friendless Children. 
Special music was rendered by the choir, 
fully gowned, led by Estelle K. Krick, 
Mrs. Margaret L. String was the guest of 
honor at the meeting of the Sunday School 
Association on Monday night. She made 
an address on modern equipment in Sunday 
School and modern methods of teaching. 


In the Old Goshenhoppen, Pa., charge, 
Rey. Charles H. Brown, pastor, 2 notable 
events recently occupied the attention of 
the community—the Annual Reunion and 
the dedication of the chimes. The Reunion 
is conspicuous in the history of this con- 
gregation, coming always on the first day 
of September. Thousands of people as- 
semble themselves on this occasion at this 
historic spot. There were about 10,000 
persons at the Reunion this year, The 
chimes were dedicated Sept. 15, and the 
beautiful auditorium was crowded, many 
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people standing and hundreds being turned 
away unable to enter. The attending min- 
isters were Revs. Wm. O. Wolford and 
Earl Wolford, sons of the congregation; ©. 
M. DeLong, G. M. Hartman, Mr. Kidd, 
Allen Fisher, C. E. Held, Earl W. U. Kist- 
ler, and H. A. Weaver. Rev. Earl Wolford 
and Rev. Mr. Kidd also had their choirs in 
attendance. Services were held in the 
forenoon by Rev. C. R. Fetter, the Luther- 
an pastor; the dedicatory services were 
held in the afternoon in charge of Rey. 
Mr. Brown, the Reformed pastor. The 
visiting ministers attended in the after- 
noon. Rev. H. H. Krause, who was ac- 
companied by his choir, was the speaker 
in the evening, Rey. Mr. Brown followed 
with a short address, commending the work 
of the Ladies Aid Society, which has been 
instrumental to a great extent in enhane- 
ing the appearance of this historic edifice; 
in the remodeling of the church; in the 
erection of a monument to the unknown 
dead in the cemetery (the most beautiful to 
be found in-a country community); and in 
varied ways this body of earnest women 
has rendered services sincerely appreciated. 
During the ministrations of the present 
pastor, an Aid Society has been organized 
at Sumneytown and at Keelor’s Church, 
and both have given valuable services to 
the Church. The Harvest Home offering 
at Keelor’s on Sept. 8 was one of the larg- 
est in the history of the congregation. 
Holy Communion will be celebrated at 
Sumneytown, Oct. 13; at Keelor’s, Oct. 20; 
at Old Goshenhoppen, Oct. 27. 
catechumens will be confirmed at Old Gosh- 
enhoppen this fall. 


OPENING AND DEDICATION OF THE 
WM. H. BERGER MEMORIAL 
HOME FOR THE AGED 


After months of planning and working, 
we are glad to announce that the Wm. H. 
Berger Memorial Home for the Aged will 
be opened to those who are to become 
members of our happy family on Thurs- 
day, Oct. 10. This, we are sure, will bring 
joy to a number of people who have been 
waiting and praying for a Home of this 
kind. It is a great step forward for us 
in this section of our denomination that 


we will have the privilege of rendering 


this fine Christian service to dependent 
and needy people in the sunset period of 
their lives. 

We desire that all those whose applica- 
tions for admission have been acted upon 
favorably shall be ready to come to the 
Home on Oct. 10. If there are others who 
desire to enter the Home they should ap- 
ply to Rev. C. B. Alspach, 129 Greenwood 
Ave., Jenkintown, Pa., for blanks to be 
filled out. 

The service of dedication will be held 


A class of © 


on Monday, October 14, at 3.00 p. m. Yon° 


will all be glad to know that we have 


the promise of having with us on this im- 


portant day Mr. and Mrs. Wm. H. Berger. 
Mr. Berger is in his 88th year and it 
just happens that while he and his family 
are here on a brief visit from the South 
we can have this service. We will ask 
Mr. Berger for a brief address and trust 
that his strength will enable him to do 
this. 

At a recent meeting of the Board of 
Managers, one of the members announced 
that he drew up a will recently in which, 
at his request, $2000 were set aside for 
the endowment fund of the Home. This 
is, as far as we know, the first will that 
was written in our favor and we trust 
that it will by no means be the last one. 


—C. B. Alspach. 


MRS. BOLLMAN’S PLAN 
(Try this to make your W. M. S. grow) 
noted that 


Last week’s “Messenger” 


Mrs. Wm. H. Bollman, of Christ Chureh, 
Bethlehem, was a member of Miss Mar-— 
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garet Applegarth’s class at the recent 
Northfield Conference, and the only rep- 


resentative of our Church at this Inter- 
national Missionary Conference, When 
the members of the class were asked to 
explain ideas they found successful, it 
was Mrs. Bollman’s plan which received 
the majority of votes. Miss Georgene 
Miller has sent us the outline of Mrs. 
30llman’s idea as follows: 

I. The Executive Committee meet and 
divide the names on the roll under 3 


heads: 1. working—contributing members; 
2. attending-contributing members; 3. con- 
tributing members. 

II. These are again divided into groups, 
placing about 20 in a group. Care should 
be taken to place some of each kind of 
members in each group. 

Ill. The Church membership is then dis- 
tricted and a group placed in charge of 
each district. 

IV. To explain the plan to the mem- 
bers, invitations to a tea are issued. These 
are in the form of tea-pots. Each group 
is entertained separately. In this way the 
group members learn who is in their 
group and who they will work with dur- 
ing the year. Thus the first bond is form- 
ed. 
V. So that every member who is not 
already a working member will become 
interested in the work each one is placed 
on a committee and given some respon- 
sibility. To illustrate: The Membership 
Chairman, when appointing her ~commit- 
tee members, chooses some of each kind 
of member from each group. This com- 
mittee invites new Church members to 
attend the meetings and later inviting 
them to join the Society. Also, some one 
from each group is appointed to note the 
absent ones and to let them know they 
are missed and to tell them what han- 
pened at the meeting. 

The Program chairman chooses commit- 
tee members in the same manner and plans 
programs so that those present will find 
them worthwhile and will want to come 
again. 

The Thank Offering Seeretary appoints 
an assistant in each group. They will! 
have charge of the boxes in their group 
and will be responsible for distributing 
and gathering them. This makes the work 
of the Seeretary much more efficiently and 
more easily done. 

The Treasurer will appoint assistants 
in each group, making it easier to colleet 
dues. 

Thus each Department head and Com- 
mittee chairman will find workers in each 
of the groups whose lights were hidden 
under a bushel, heretofore, which brings 
us to the heart of the plan. Every mem- 
ber a working member. 

Anyone desiring further information 
concerning the plan or the designs for 
the tea pots may address Mrs. Bollman 
at 261 BE. Broad Street, Bethlehem, Pa. 


THE 183RD ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE EASTERN SYNOD 


The Eastern Synod of the Reformed 
Church in the United States will meet in 
183rd Annual Sessions on Monday, October 
14th, 1929, at 7.45 P. M., in the Christ Re- 
formed Church on Green Street below 16th, 
Phila., the Rev. Aaron R, Tosh, pastor. 

The Synod will meet in General Conven- 
tion. The attention of Charges and Con- 
sistories is called to the Constitutional 
provision requiring them to care for the 
necessary expenses of the pastor and dele- 
gate elder. 

The Constitution of the Reformed Church 
requires that DELEGATES BE PUNC- 
TUAL IN ATTENDING THE SESSIONS 
of the Judicatories to which they have 
been elected and that they REMAIN UN- 
TIL THE CLOSE OF THE SESSIONS. 

Announcement concerning hotel accom- 
modations, entertainment and meals have 
been made by the pastor-loci, in a special 


communication 
elders primarii. 

The enrollment clerk, the Rev. Homer 
S. May, will be in the vestibule of the 
Church 15 minutes before the opening of 
Synod and each session thereafter. The 
enrollment blanks for each delegate will 
be sent out with the annual Blue Book. 
Representatives of Boards and Institutions 
will be heard in connection with the pre- 
sentation of the reports of the several 
standing committees dealing with their 
specific work. 

By order of the Eastern Synod: 

Edwin W. Lentz, President, 


J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk. 
Phila., Pa., Sept. 24, 1929. 


sent to all pastors and 


BISHOP RAVASZ 


How peculiar the word bishop sounds to 
a Reformed Church member; one imme- 
diately thinks of the hierarchy of the 
papal Church, But the Church, which until 
the World War was the largest Reformed 
Church, had and has bishops. It was a 
historical necessity which forced our Hun- 
garian brethren to keep this office, despite 
the repeated efforts with which the stricter 
members tried to abolish it. Until the 
World War, the Reformed Church of Hun- 
gary had five Synods; at the head of each 
is a biship, elected for life-term by the 
Consistories of the congregations. 

One of the Hungarian Reformed bishops 
is Dr. Ladislaus Ravasz, who will deliver 
the Swander Memorial Lectures at our 
Theological Seminary in Lancaster, the 
first three days of October. His Synod is 
the Cis-Danubian, its seat is in the coun- 
try’s capital, Budapest. He did not always 
live here; he was a native of Transylvania, 
another Synod, and would have become its 
bishop: he was already in a rank next to 
this office. But after the great catas- 
trophe, which mutilated Hungary and sep- 
arated Transylvania from her, the mother 
country wished to keep this one treasure 
at least out of the immense losses of this 
tragic war: first they elected him pastor 
of the Calvin Square Church in Budapest, 
then bishop of the Cis-Danubian Synod. 
Tt was an exceedingly unusual thing; I 
do really not know if it ever happened 
before: bishops are always elected in the 
Synod in which they serve as_ pastors, 
But for this election there were many 
great reasons, 

Bishop Ravasz is one of the most remark- 
able products, indeed a sweet flower and 
a delicious fruit of the four-hundred-year- 
old Hungarian Protestantism. During these 
400 years, nobody ever wrote more beauti- 
ful Hungarian, nobody ever preached God’s 
word in a more eloquent manner, and no- 
body ever prophesied with greater inspira- 
tion than Bishop Ravasz. 

His is a most rapidly developing career. 
He was born on September 29, 1882; at 
the appearance of these lines, therefore, 
he just finished his 47th year, celebrating 
his birthday in the cirele of our Bridge- 
port congregation. He studied mostly at 
the capital of Transylvania, Kolozsvar, 
now called Cluji by the Roumanians, in 
the Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Chureh and in the Francis Joseph Univers- 
ity. By 1903, when 21, he was already 
assistant to and secretary of Bishop George 
Bartok, whose daughter, Margaret, he later 
married. He spent a year at the Univers- 
ity of Berlin, in Germany. Already in 
1907, this 25-year-old young man was 
elected to be a professor in the Theologi- 
cal Seminary at Kolozsvar, teaching prac- 
tical theology. His Synod, the Transyl- 
vanian, elected him to be its general sec- 
retary in 1918, which is the highest Church 
office after the one of the bishop, whose 
successor is the general secretary. In 1921 
came the above mentioned double call from 
Budapest. Since then he is preaching in 
the old pulpit of the Calvin Square Church 
—the first in Hungary. 


He is an ex-officio member of the upper 
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house of Parliament, also of the highest 
governing body of the Hungarian Reformed 
Church, the General Conventus. Because 
of his literary activities, he has been 
elected to most of the country’s foremost 
literary and scientific societies: in 1923, 
the Kisfaludy Society and in 1924, the 
Hungarian Academy of Science chose him 
to be an honorary member, and during his 
present American trip, the Supreme Coun- 
cil of the Capital elected him for a life 
membership. 


He was editor of the ‘‘ University 
Papers’’ in 1902-3, of the ‘‘ Protestant 
Outlook’’ from 1914 to 1918, of the ‘‘ Re- 
formed Outlook’’ from 1918 to 1921. He 
founded and edited ‘‘The Way,’’ a pas- 
toral monthly still running under his lead- 
ership. His main works are: Aisthesis, 
1903. Aesthetics of Schopenhauer, 1906. 
Introduction into Practical Theology, 1906. 
This is that Jesus, 1910. Aesthetics of 
Charles Bohm, 1913. Theory of the Con- 
gregational Gospel Preaching, 1915. Book 
of Visions, 1917. Aphorisms, 1921. Organ 
Melodies, 1923. At the Zenith of the Hu- 


man Life, 1925. On the Peak of Mount 
Thabor, 1926. His essays continually ap- 
pear in different publications. 

He is undoubtedly the outstanding figure 
of the Hungarian Protestantism of today. 
He is a poet, philosopher and prophet, and 
all of the very first rank. I often call him 
the Hungarian Vinet. 

He is an aesthete. 
prose 


His style is the finest 
in Hungarian literature: it is real 
poetry in prose, a veritable fine lace of 
words. No writer ever wrote better and 
finer Hungarian. 

He is a philosopher. Has original ideas 
and is able to express them in a most 
original way. He brings religion into the 
life of the nation, society, community and 
individuals, through never-used new chan- 
nels of preaching. 

He is a prophet. Has wonderful visions 
and thus he is able to bring consolation 
to his grief-stricken nation. Nobody sur- 
passes him in this respect. He is the most 
precious psychological asset of Hungary 
just now. <A beautiful rainbow on this 


cloud-hidden sky. 
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His activity and productivity are prodi- 
gious. Hach year he publishes a book or 
two, besides the innumerable articles in 
Church papers and other magazines. He 
preaches in the first pulpit in Hungary; 
administers the largest Synod, whose con- 
gregations he already visited successively, 
every one of them; he is editor of more 
than one magazine; director in many in- 
stitutions; superintendent of many col- 
leges and high schools, and also of the 
Theological Seminary in Budapest, in which 
he even teaches. 

He consequently does not lack the scien- 
tifie acknowledgments which he deserves. 
He received the Ph.D, degree at the Uni- 
versity of Kolozsvar; this year, both the 
University at Debrecen and the University 
at Pees gave him the Th.D., honoris causa; 
while Franklin and Marshall College at 
Laneaster, Pa., will also give him the hon- 
orary LL.D. degree on October the 3rd, in 
connection with an impressive ceremony. 


—Alexander Toth, 
Professor of Hungarian. 
Lancaster, Pa. 
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Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE TABLE WHICH THE LORD 
PREPARES 
Text, Psalm 23:5, ‘‘Thou preparest a 
table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies.’’ 


Harvest Home services have been held 
in most of the Churches throughout the 
land. It is a beautiful custom to decorate 
our Churches with fruits and grains and 
vegetables and flowers to remind us of the 
goodness and the bounty of God’s love. 

The little psalm from which our text is 
taken and which is known by almost 
every one, especially the boys and girls 
of our Sunday Schools and Junior Congre- 
gations, is rich in thoughts concerning the 
watchful care of the Lord, Who is our 
Shepherd, and almost every sentence of 
the psalm is suitable for a Harvest Home 
text. In the fifth verse there are three 
excellent Harvest Home texts: ‘‘Thou pre- 
parest a table before me in the presence 
of mine enemies;’’ ‘‘Thou anointest my 
head with oil;’’ ‘‘My cup runneth over.’’ 

Every time you sit down to the table 
to eat you partake of a meal which the 
Lord prepared. Whether your mother, or 
some other member of the family, or a 
hired cook or servant, prepares the meal, 
it is nevertheless God Himself who pre- 
pares the table before you. 

In the Orient it was customary in olden 
times to anoint the guests with oil when 
they entered the house of a host. God 
anoints us with the oil of His heavenly 
grace, and the fragrance of His anoint- 
ing is far more lasting than the smell of 
myrrh and aloes and cassia which scented 
the garments of oriental guests. It makes 
the face to shine with “joy because the 
heart is full of gladness. 

In one sense life is a feast, because God 
continually prepares a table before us lad- 
en with good things for the body and the 
mind and the spirit. But there is a dark 
side to the picture; He prepares the table 
in the presence of enemies. 

David, though a man of God, had many 
enemies, and often he had to eat his food 
while his enemies were seeking to take his 


life. The table which the Lord prepares 
for us is laden with good things in spite 
of the enemies who would rob us of this 
feast. 

God is always generous. He pours out 
the cup and it runs over. He wants all 
His children to have enough. He gives 
enough to cause all the cups to overflow, 
and if some do not get enough it is not 
His fault. If a man is discontented his 
cup cannot run over; it is cracked and 
leaks. But where contentment dwells 
there abundance flows and _ overflows. 
“What, all this, and Jesus Christ, too?” said 
a poor cottager as she broke a piece of 
bread and filled a glass with cold water. 

We want to think of three tables which 
the Lord prepares in the presence of our 
enemies. The first of these is a table of 
material things for the body, of which the 
fruits, flowers, vegetables and grains at 
our Harvest Home service are the em- 
blems. God provides for us not only the 
necessities but also the luxuries of life. 
He gives us food, drink, clothing, shelter, 
and many other blessings and comforts of 
life. 

We do not rob our wives and mothers of 
any of their glory and deserved praise 
when we say that it is God who prepares 
the table before us. Our noble women are 
the first to acknowledge that ‘‘every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights.’’ 
Not only does God provide the material 
with which our women prepare the meals 
we enjoy, but He also gives the knowl- 
edge, skill, patience and kindness which 
enable them to excel in the art which de- 
lights the heart of man. 

Wonderful and bountiful is the table 
which the Lord prepares. He sets before 
us the fruits and vegetables of all climes 
and all seasons. He spares not the birds 
of the air, the beasts of the field, nor the 
fishes of the sea. The trees of the forest 
and orchard and the plants and vines of 
the field and garden vie with one another 
to present to us their richest treasures, 


But we should never forget at what a 
cost and under what difficulties these 
blessings are provided for our nourishment 
and enjoyment. God prepares His table 
before us in the presence of many enemies. 
Have you ever stopped to think how many 
enemies are encountered until these prod- 
ucts are ready to be set before us? 


The fruits we so much enjoy—apples, 
peaches, pears, plums, grapes, and others 
—are the survivors of many conflicts with 
enemies which destroyed many of their 
fellows. Storms, frosts, drought, insects, 
and diseases, attack the growing and ripe- 
ning fruit causing a great deal of it to 
perish; nevertheless God sets before us a 
table laden with these good things. 
Drought, mildew, insects, storms, hail, and 
fire, destroy large quantities of grain, yet 
God always answers the prayer which Je- 
sus taught us to pray: ‘‘Give us this day 
our daily bread.’’ 

Man himself is his own great enemy, be- 
cause his ignorance, selfishness, and sinful- 
ness have hindered God much in preparing 
His table for His children. Greed for gain 
has caused men to monopolize the gifts of 
God, to adulterate them, to speculate with 
them, to withhold them from others, and 
even to wantonly destroy them. 


The second table which the Lord pre- 
pares is one of intellectual things for the 
nourishment of the mental life. You can 
scarcely appreciate the richness of the in- 
tellectual treasures which ‘this age offers 
you. The school, the library, the maga- 
zines and .papers, set before you continu- 
ally a rich feast for your enjoyment — 
benefit. 


There are many enemies here, too, whicil 
would deprive you of the blessings which 
God wants you to enjoy. Ignorance, in- 
difference, neglect, and various abuses and 
evils of the intellectual realm, would rob 
you of the rich feast God has prepared for 
you. More books of an excellent quality, 
and more magazines of a high order, 
adapted to children and young people, 
have been published during the past twen- 
ty-five years than ever before in the 
world’s history. ¥ 

The third table which the Lord pre- 
pares is one of spiritual things. Jesus 
says, ‘‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God.’’ God provides abund- 
antly for every part of your being,—body, 
mind, and spirit. 


The Bible, the prayer-book, the hymn- 
hook, the services of God’s house, the —— 
lowship of God’s people, communion y 
God—these are some of the good 1 
which the Lord has provided = us on 
His spiritual table. ; 


OcToBER 3, 1929 


REFORMED 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 15 


But there are enemies who would de- 
prive us of these blessings, and here, also, 
man is often his own great enemy, Only 
as these benefits are partaken of and en- 
joyed will they bring about the results 
for which God has provided them. 

If we could see as God sees, we should 
find some very lean and sickly souls dwell- 
ing in stout and well-fed bodies. Where 
truth is regularly partaken of and as- 
similated, error and falsehood and super- 
stition can find no place and can do no 
harm, 

God provides a table of spiritual food 
in His house every Sunday, where those 
who partake of it with the mouth of faith 
are nurtured and built up in the Christian 
life, growing in grace and in the knowl- 
edge and love of God. But so many of 
God’s children do not come to enjoy the 
feast. They have no appetite for holy 
things, but indulge in the sweetmeats of 
pleasure and sin, which not only do not 
nourish the spiritual life but cause spirit- 
ual disease and decay. 

Begin early in life to eat at the mate- 
rial, intellectual and spiritual tables of the 
Lord, showing your love and gratitude for 
the gifts of His bounty, and you will be- 
come robust and vigorous Christians, hav- 
ing sound minds and spirits dwelling in 
sound bodies, being kept and nurtured un- 
to eternal life. 


MRS. COOLIDGE’S POEM 


The memories of Calvin Coolidge, Jr., 
who died of blood poisoning 5 years ago 
in the White House at Washington, are 
especially dear to our readers because he 
was a Mercersburg Academy boy and pos- 
sessed such an attractive personality. 
Many hearts were stirred as they read the 
beautiful lines by Calvin’s mother, in- 
spired by the 5th anniversary of the home- 
going of her beloved son. It was an- 
nounced that this good Christian mother 
had sent the check for $250, paid her by 
the magazine which published the poem, 
to her son John, on the occasion of his 
marriage, Sept. 23, to Miss Florence Trum- 
bull, ‘‘asking him to use it for something 
in the new home, which I hope he may 
soon establish, in some way that his 
brother might have chosen were he here.’’ 
The poem is as follows: 


THE OPEN DOOR 
By Grace Coolidge 


Copyright, 1929, by Good Housekeeping 
Magazine 

You, my son, 

Have shown me God, 

Your kiss upon my cheek 

Has made me feel the gentle touch 

Of Him Who leads us on. 

The memory of your smile, when young, 

Reveals His face, 

As mellowing years come on apace, 

And when you went before, 

You left the gates of heaven ajar 

That I might glimpse, 

Approaching from afar, 

The glories of His grace. 

Hold, son, my hand, 

Guide me along the path, 

That, coming, 

I may stumble not, 

Nor roam, 

Nor fail to show the way 

Which leads us home. 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene S. De Chant 

Poland perhaps seems far away—some- 
where over there in Europe—a little na- 
tion near Germany—near Ozechoslovakia. 
But when our mother and our teachers tell 
us how the folks of Poland love to sing— 
why! their boys and girls don’t seem a bit 
far off, do they? Some of their folk 
songs—a choral I know—are very sad, for 


the folks of Poland have had much suffer- 
ing. But the mothers are brave and it is 
with joy that they teach their boys and 
girls songs like this one I found in my 
““Polk Songs of Many Peoples.’’ It’s 
called ‘‘The Little Quail’? and its music 
is quite as lovely as are thege its words: 


Lo! a little Quail fled through the millet, 
Rang her laugh behind her like a rillet. 
Poor, barefooted lad I sought her mother: 
Mine must be that little Quail, no other! 


““Tisten, little Son, since you so love her, 

You may catch her; but, oh, do not touch 
her. 

Dear to me is every golden feather 

Shining fair her wings as summer 
weather,’? 


‘Touch her not! 
mock me; 

Do not by such nonsense, prithee, block 
me!?? 

‘““Make a net, O Son, of love thread spin 
it, 

And the Quail, herself, will fly within it.’’ 


O Mother, sooth you 


“‘Of love thread spin it’’ greetings to 
all my boys and girls, who by sharing with 
others ‘‘Folk Songs of Many Nations’? 
come to know and understand and love 
boys and girls of other lands, the better. 

P. 8. 50 New Clubbers! From Mt. Pleas- 
ant, N. C.! Greetings! P. S. 2. Watch 
for a folk song from C , next week, 
a Mother Goose Rhyme! 


THE CHURCH PERIODICAL 


In our Chureh there is a man 

Who always likes to head the van; 
He seeks to make himself the ‘‘boss,’’ 
But what to do, he’s at a loss. 


He is a member of the Board 

Of Trustees, and of Stewards overlord, 
But of all this business he makes a mess, 
To which, you know, he’d not confess. 


Of course it’s in the Sunday School 
That he would undisputed rule; 

For here the young and tender meet 
Whom he would all bring to his feet. 


But how he blunders in this realm 

Is known to God, and men, and heaven; 
The rights that in a child inhere, 

He does not know and does not care, 


No mind for missions does he crave, 

What if the millions are unsaved; 

And so he prays just for ‘‘us four,’’ 

For a Christian true sweeps at his own 
door. 


For orphan cry he has no ear, 

For aged poor there is no year 

When, on benevolence day, he’ll give 
A gift on which the homeless live. 


The college for the Church is run, 
Where from the dawn to set of sun 
Her youth for leadership are taught; 
But from him help is vainly sought. 


Now would you know what him does ail? 
It is a short but well-known tale, 

Which I do not delight to tell; 

But for his kind it may be well. 


He thinks he does not need to read, 

Upon good literature to feed, 

To know so much is much confusion, 

And of these things there’s much pro- 
fusion. 


His Church paper, then, he does not get, 
Which for good things his soul would whet, 
And for the things his Master stood 

Would help to make him wise and good. 


—A. E. Hangen, D. D. 


EAST COMES WEST 
To the Editor of the ‘‘Reformed Church 
Messenger’’: 


Serop and Kerakoun are happy. They 
are radiant with that transfiguring joy 
that comes after horror and agony and 


hope deferred and final release and safety. 

Any student of human life, desiring to 
see condensed romance and concentrated 
tragedy and compressed comedy, should 
spend a day at an immigrant receiving 
station. 

The commissioner took me to Providence 
to give me some clear understanding of 
her responsibility and her opportunity— 
that most efficient commissioner who was 
once a preacher of the Christian gospel 
and who is still a gracious-hearted woman 
trying to exemplify, in a difficult position, 
the ethics of her Master. 

Of the dozens of thrilling cases that 
stirred our sympathies, that of Serop and 
Kerakoun was the most picturesque and 
astonishing. A husband and wife, loyal 
through a separation of 23 years, at last 
reunited! 

In 1906 Serop, an American youth of 
vigor and ambition, left his little home 
in Sivas that, in the land of gold, he 
might gain fortune for his beautiful wife 
and his 4 little children. America was 
kind to him, kind enough to permit him 
to send back money to support his family, 
but not quite kind enough to enable him 
to provide for union on either side of the 
great waters. Kerakoun did her best to 
be a patient waiter and a worthy mother 
and after 9 years she was rightly proud 
of her adolescent lad and her daughters 
of 13, 12 and 10. 

Then, in 1915, the massacres! The men 
of Sivas murdered! The women and chil- 
dren deported, with unspeakable cruelties 
and indignities, to the deserts of Arabia! 
Kerakoun saw her boy tortured and slain 
and her little girls carried off for an un- 
known fate. She wandered for a while in 
the wilderness, desiring and expecting 
death, was captured by a band of Arabs, 
and was compelled to go with them as 
their servant, with all that that implied. 

Of 12 years she will not speak except 
with a sufficient, ‘‘No! no! no!’? In 1927, 
however, she managed to escape and, after 
hardships beyond description, she made her 
way to Marseilles. She was still dreaming 
of America and she supposed that Mar- 
seilles was almost there. In that city 
she at last stumbled upon relatives who 
were able to give her her husband’s ad- 
dress. A letter was sent to New York 
and a reply, with money, quickly followed. 

She learned that Serop was alive and 
prosperous, that he still cherished her in 
his heart, that her daughters, rescued and 
supported by the Near East Relief, were 
now in America and were themselves 
mothers, and that there was waiting for 
her a welcome and a life of peace. 

She came off the boat that day, old at 
45, dreadfully tired, but still retaining 
something of her beauty and her spirit. 
She stood in the corner of the board-room, 
patient, silent, waiting for Serop to come 
and claim her and establish his claim. 
After a while one sitting with the exam- 
iners pitied her fatigue and offered her his 
chair, but, instantly and amusingly, she 
thrust it back. She was used to hardship 
and she was not accustomed to courtesy. 


Serop entered. It was a_heart-trying 
moment; for until judgment had been ren- 
dered the rules allowed no salutation and 
hardly a glance. She knew him, though 
he had changed from slender youth to 
portly manhood. And he knew her. She 
was not what he had pictured. Her hair 
was gray and lines of agony had cut 
harshly into her face; but he saw deeper 
and recognized his own. 

The judges had little doubt and has- 
tened to be satisfied. ‘‘Go and take her,’’ 
they said, ‘‘and take good care of her!’’ 
He beamed. ‘‘I will! I will do that!’’ 
And so they were reunited—after almost 
a quarter of a century. 

Then we found that Kerakoun was not 
always silent and impassive. Instantly the 
lovers filled the room. They must shake 
hands with everybody. They must thank 
the judges over and over, though Serop 
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spoke English only brokenly and his wife 
almost not at all. They must continue to 
shake hands, quite failing to discriminate 
between our party and some young col- 
legians who had wandered in. Even some 
of the wharf hands were greeted with ef- 
fusion. I myself had four hand-shakes 
from Kerakoun, though I had done little 
except to pray for her. 

Would she and her man stand for a 
moment while I took a photograph? They 
certainly would, Yes, they would do any- 
thing for anybody. The world was good— 
and America was heaven. 

—Ezra Forthright. 


True Story of the Contented Colonial Ox 


By Frances Margaret Fox 


‘‘Tn the good old colony days when we 
were under the king,’’ something hap- 
pened that has not been told too often. 
The story is about a farmer who lived in 
one of the first houses ever built in Rhode 
Island. 

In those days no one ever thought of 
locking doors at night, and during the cold 
weather fires were always kept burning in 
the huge fireplaces. These fireplaces were 
so big the houses were usually cold and 
draughty. 

One morning in the middle of a hard 
winter, the farmer got up early to go to 
the barn to feed his cattle. He shivered 
when he came down stairs, because he 
found the house icy cold. He soon learned 
the reason. The front door was wide 
open, and so much snow had blown in 
that the floor was piled with snowdrifts. 
The farmer supposed that the wind had 
blown the door open, so no wonder the 
house was cold! 

Whether he took time then to shovel out 
the snow we do not know, but we do know 
that he did not wait to stir the coals from 
under the ashes and put fresh logs on the 
fire. On that bitterly cold morning the 
farmer was just then thinking more about 
his cattle than about the comfort of his 
own family. The first thing on his pro- 
gram was to feed the cattle. 

He found the barn door open and dis- 
covered that an ox was missing. The 
farmer could not afford to lose an ox, 
because oxen hauled his wood,’ plowed his 
fields, and took the family sleighriding on 
holidays and to Church on Sundays. Be- 
sides, oxen were living creatures, and must 
not be allowed to suffer. It may be that 
this ox was a pet, because the farmer felt 
so sad to find him missing! He couldn’t 
bear to think that his ox was somewhere 
out in that bitter cold and drifting snow. 

He hurried back to the house to waken 
the family and to get the big boys out to 
help him search for the missing ox. 

Well, the farmer didn’t have to go far. 
The fireplace in the house was opposite 
the entrance door, and as the farmer 
walked in he saw a strange sight. There, 
stretched out almost in the fireplace, was 
the huge ox, having a beautiful time. He 
was chewing his cud and enjoying the 
cheerful warmth. It looked as if a small 
mountain had moved into the room. 

Then the farmer knew why there were 
snowdrifts in his house. The ox had 
pushed the door open, walked in, and had 
played Cinderella-in-the-ashes. Only of 
course the ox had never found a more 
comfortable winter bed in his life, than in 
the warm ashes of that great fireplace. 
His joy was all over though when the 
farmer saw him. 

Let us hope that before the farmer drove 
the ox back to the harn he called the chil- 
dren down to see the funny sight. Any- 
way, his family had a story to tell the 
children and grandchildren, down, and 
down, even unto this day. 


(All rights reserved.) 


‘‘T have the faith that moves 
tains,’’ said Mr. Goofer. 

““T wish you had the faith that would 
move the ashes out of the basement,’’ his 
wife replied. 


moun- 


Joe didn’t listen, look, or stop! 

They dragged his flivver to the shop; 
It only took a week or two 

To make the car look good as new; 
But though they hunted high and low, 
They found no extra parts for Joe. 


HOME EDUCATION 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
Froebel 


WHAT AILS THAT CHILD! 
Lorena Daniel Solberg 


Ordinarily, Patty Lou is such a happy, 
contented, affectionate child, so when all- 
of-a-sudden she became ill-humored, belli- 
cose, antagonistic to everyone and every- 
thing, we couldn’t understand what the 
trouble was. 

We had been away for a six weeks’ visit 
and she had been so delighted to be home 
again, so happy to see her daddy and little 
neighbor-playmates. And she had had such 
fun telling all about the cows and chick- 
ens and about sleeping on the train! 
Everyone was so glad to see her! She was 
the happiest little three-year-old anyone 
could imagine. Even after being at home 
for more than two weeks, she was still re- 
peating, “Let’s not ever go away any 
more.” 

Then suddenly, she started whining, a 
thing unusual for her. I immediately at- 
tempted to correct that, but, instead of 
responding, she became positively belli- 
gerent. She was hostile even toward her 
daddy whom she adores. Discipline had 
no effect whatsoever. So, Daddy and I 
held a consultation. ; 

“Spoiled. Utterly spoiled. Too much 
attention while away. Got to conquer 
her.” These were Daddy’s convictions. 

Having been a teacher of the wee people 
for a number of years, I knew the value 
of analysis. Perhaps she was spoiled— 
that certainly was the way she acted— 
but why the sudden attack? 

So I answered, “Well—perhaps. 
check up on other likely causes. 

“Daily habits? Good. Stomach? No 
apparent reason for trouble. Sleep? Nor- 
mal. Clothing? Comfortable. Shoes (so 
often the cause of irritability)? O. K. 
Spoiled ?—Perhaps. 

“Could anything have happened to irri- 
tate her seriously? Have you crossed her 
or perhaps wounded her the last day or 
so?” T asked. “Little people are sensitive 
and you know how broken-hearted she is 
when ‘you scold. Sometimes she even takes 
play-spanks seriously.” 

“That shouldn’t cause a two days’ de- 
monstration,” he replied. “Besides, I have 
been so busy in the garden this week-end 
that I have hardly seen her.” 

“Same with me,’ I answered. “I’ve been 
so busy I’ve scarcely said a word to her 
except when she required discipline. Per- 
haps she is ‘at outs’ with her playmates.” 

“No, the Crawleys and the Roberts are 
all away for a few days.” 

“Oh! I have it!” I exclaimed. 


Let’s 


“She was 


petted and fussed over while we were 
away and petted and loved when we got 
back. She was radiantly happy to be home 


PEN PRICKS 


By John Andrew Holmes 
If goodness does not always de- 
clare a dividend, it always has earn- 
ings to “plough in.” 


and everyone just as happy to have her. 
Then came the anti-climax. Suddenly, her 
beloved Daddy doesn’t even see her, the 
children go away and Mother doesn’t say 
a word to her except to scold. I’ve been 
scolding and punishing her because she 
was lonesome! ’’ 

The next day, Patty Lou “helped” 
Mother with the dishes and pulled the 
clothes out of the wringer when Mother 
washed; there was a wonderful romp, then 
songs and a story and time for “just lov- 
in’.” The remedy was more effeetive than 
castor-oil for tummy-aches, and when Dad- 
dy came home that night it was a shiny- 
eyed, happy Patty-Lou who ran to meet 
him and tell him confidentially that 
“Mother was a nice lady, a vera, vera 
nice lady.” 


“The kindergarten affords the child a 
most excellent opportunity for coordinated 
effort, free play, formation of genuine ac- 
quaintances with his peers, and bridges 
the period between babyhood and school 
life in a way that no other institution 
could.”—W. C. Mongold, Department of 
Education, Upper Iowa University. 


Persons desiring to work for the estab- 
lishment of kindergartens in publie schools 
may obtain information and leaflets from 
the National Kindergarten Association, 
8 West Fortieth Street, New York. 


A speaker at a minister’s meeting in 
Boston told the story of a Negro clergy- 
man who so pestered his bishop with ap- 
peals for help that it became necessary 
to tell him that he must not send any 
more appeals. His next communication 
was as follows: 

‘‘This is not an appeal. It is a report. 
I have no pants.’’—Houston Herald. 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. John C. Gekeler 


HELP FOR WEEK OF OCTOBER 7-13 


Practical Thought: Christ owns our body 
as He does our soul. 

Memory Hymn: ‘‘I Have a Friend So 
Precious,’’?’ New Reformed Church Hymnal, 
611. 


Monday—Adventurous Religion. 
Dan, 1:8-13. 


It is a mistaken idea that it is only in 
the doing of the forbidden thing that we 
obtain a thrill. That was the promise of 
Satan to Adam and Eve. They found 
heartaches and shame and death in follow- 
ing his suggestions. Sin dirties the body 
just as it does the soul. Cleanliness is 
next to godliness; it also is the near kin 
of health. Pampering the body with food 
or alcohol or narcotics (tobacco, ‘*snow,’’ 
etc.) destroys it, and the brain the organ 
of the intellect along with it. The genuine 
thrills come by keeping the body, which 
is but the instrument of the soul, at the 
highest point of efficiency. Hence, Daniel 
dared to decline the rich food and wine 
provided for him. ‘‘The big idea’’ back 
of such conduct was his religion. 

Prayer: Give us, dear Lord, the cour- 
ageous spirit that refuses to do wrong. 
We would find our meat and drink in doing 
the Father’s will. To this end be Thou 
with us. Amen. 


Tuesday—Courageous Faith Rewarded. 
Dan. 1:14-21. 


Daniel risked all for God. God never 
allows such adventurous faith to go 
rewarded. Abraham left fertile Chal 
to venture with God in Palestine, and b 
came the father of a mighty people. Ca 
gave up his business of cobbling sh 
become a missionary in the days 
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there were no missionary societies to as- 
sure him the necessary support. He be- 
came the great administrator and teacher 
of India. Daniel ventured to honor God 
among pagans and idolators. He was made 
the dictator of the empire. Even when 
the rewards of faith are less spectacular 
than the ones cited, they are none the less 
sure. 
Prayer: 
*¢O never star 
Was lost; here 
We all aspire to heaven and there is 
heaven 
Above us. 
If I stoop 
Into a dark tremendous sea of cloud, 
It is but for a time; I press God’s lamp 
Close to my breast; its splendor soon 
or late 
Will pierce the gloom. 
some day.’? 
—Robert Browning. 


I shall emerge 


Wednesday—Why Self-control? 
I Cor. 10:23-33. 

It was Martin Luther who taught that 
‘¢The Christian man is the most free man 
of all: the Christian man is the servant of 
all.’? Self-control makes for efficiency. 
The Christian man has a supreme motive 
for desiring to attain a high degree of effi- 
ciency, that he might serve others. In 
his Saviour the Christian man finds the 
pattern for such service. There is one all- 
dominating purpose—the bringing of men 
to accept Jesus as a personal Saviour. Who 
knows just what act or word will influence 
another to such acceptance? Then let me 
so control myself that I shall live in 
closest fellowship with my Master that I 
may reflect Him. The self-willed cannot 
do this, since He was not self-willed. 

Prayer: O Jesus, we would live as Thou 
didst. Not to be served, but to minister. 
Not to please self, but to win the Father’s 
approbation. Give us the mind that was 
in Thee—willingness to obey and to Serve. 
May the Holy Spirit hold us steadfast in 
loyalty to Thee. Amen. 


Thursday—Seeking the Good of Others. 
I Cor. 10:23-33. 


Some things are morally indifferent in 
themselves, and so ‘‘lawful,’’ but when 
these become related to folk they may 
take on a different quality. My attitude 
toward them then becomes a matter of 
eoncern to me, ‘‘all things are not expedi- 
ent.’? Love must always be the control- 
ing motive of the Christian’s conduct. 
Both the strong and the weak should yield 
themselves to it. ‘‘What has not a good 
man a right to do? He has a right to go 
wherever he pleases, to eat whatever he 
pleases, to dress as he pleases, for a good 
man will be actuated evermore from a 
good motive. But for him to use his full 
right would manifestly be often inexpedi- 
ent and even pernicious to others... . 
Therefore, it is not always right to stand 
upon our rights, it is right to conciliate 
and yield for the sake of others.’’ 

Prayer: Forbid, dear Father, that we 
should seek only to please ourselves, and 
ignore our brothers for whom Christ died. 
May love be the compelling motive from 
which we seek to act. Lead us into 
clearer appreciation of the responsibility 
we hold toward all men. Amen. 
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Friday—tThe Consecration of Bodily 
Powers. I Cor. 6:12-20. 


The Bible sets high value upon the hu- 
man body. Unlike the ancient Greeks, 
however, it does not set up the body as an 
end in itself, nor as an object of adora- 
tion. The house never is as important as 
its tenant. The ideal house contributes to 
the welfare and the convenience of those 
who dwell within it. The body as the 
house of the spirit stands in very intimate 
relation to the spirit. It is the means 
through which the spirit expresses itself. 
No self respecting tenant will abuse the 
house he occupies. Much less will the 
Christian treat slightingly the body. Paul 
gives an even higher motive for a correct 
attitude toward the body—it is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit. He—the Spirit—im- 
pels us to seek to serve our brethren, 
therefore the body and all its powers will 
be used to that end. 


Prayer: We thank Thee, dear Father, 
for the inspiration Thy Book affords for 
all the relationships and the duties of hu- 
man life. Help us, we pray, to live ac- 
cording to the light it gives us. Amen. 


Saturday—Self-denial for the Sake of 
Others. Rom. 14:13-23. 


“‘Liord, help me to live from day to day 
In such a self-forgetful way 
That even when I kneel to pray 
My prayers will be for Others. 


Help me in all the work I do 
To ever be sincere and true 
And know that all I do for You 
Must needs be done for Others. 


Let Self be crucified and slain 
And buried deep, and all in vain 
May efforts be to rise again 
Unless to live for Others. 


And when my work on earth is done 
And my new work in heaven begun 

May I forget the crown I’ve won 
While thinking still of Others. 


Other’s Lord, others 
Let this my motto be; 
Help me to live for Others 
That I may live for Thee.’’ 


—Charles D. Meigs. 


Sunday—Personal Testimony and Praise. 
Psalm 66:16-20. 


Two great forces are at work within the 
Christian’s experience. The one growing 
out of the other. At heart they are thus 
one. Love for God gives birth to love 
for men. All during the week we have 
been thinking, in the beautiful words of 
yesterday’s poem, of Others, and of the 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


Of the 150,000 pastors in Amer- 
ica, upwards of 149,999 have inti- 
mated to pulpit guests that congre- 
gations are larger when they them- 
selves are preaching. 
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service we may be permitted to render 
them. No greater service can be ren- 
dered than that of telling of the loving 
Saviour. Some one has said, ‘‘the evi- 
dence for Christianity is not the evi- 
dences’’; it is the life transformed. ‘‘Come 
and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will 
declare what He hath done for my soul.’’ 

Prayer: ‘‘O Lord, open Thou my lips; 
and my mouth shall show forth Thy 
praise.’’? Shine through us, O Son of God, 
that men around us may be helped to find, 
as we have, a supply for their every need 
in Thee. Thine shall be the glory now 
and forever. Amen. 


‘““WET’’ PROPAGANDA 

Minister (concluding sermon on demon 
rum)—‘‘And if I had my way, I’d throw 
all the liquor and whisky in this town in- 
to the river. We will now sing the con- 
eluding hymn,’’ 

Choirmaster —‘‘The congregation will 
please rise and sing No. 79, ‘Shall We 
Gather at the River?’ ’’—Selected. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—PUT A ‘‘RING’’ 
ON THESE 


gk Enduring; 2. Alluring; 3. Coneur- 
ring; 4. Lettering; 5. Mastering; 6. Neigh- 
boring; 7. Occurring; 8. Tottering; 9. 
Pestering; 10. Bartering; 11. Bestirring; 
12, Wavering; 13. Withering; 14. Ignor- 
ing; 15. Weathering. 


BEHEADING ACROSTIC, No. 10 


1. Behead to defraud and get a tempera- 
ture. 

2. Behead an element in the air and dis- 
cover one of the belts of the earth. 

3. Behead to be tardy and find that he has 
dined. 

4, Behead a fruit and get a kind of kitch- 
en stove. 

5. Behead to look pleasant and travel a 
fixed distance. 

6. Behead an odor and discover a small 
coin. 

7. Behead an occurrence and see a small 
opening, 

8. Behead a long continued custom and 
find a wise man. 

3: Behead the food supplied Israel in the 
wilderness and see a girl’s name. 


The beheaded letters form the name of 
an ancient structure, once the centre of 
Roman activities. —A. M. S. 


During a certain Church conference one 
of the speakers saw fit to launch into a 
tirade against universities, expressing 
gratification that he had never been cor- 
rupted by contact with a college. When 
he had been talking for some time the 
chairman interrupted. 

“Do I understand the gentleman is 
grateful for his ignorance??? 

‘‘Yes,’’? was the answer, ‘‘if you want 
to put it that way.’’ 

‘«Then,’’ continued the chairman sweet- 
ly, ‘‘all I have to say is that you have 
much to be thankful for.’’ 

—The Continent. 


ne 


HOOD HAPPENINGS 

Sept. 23 marked the beginning of autumn 
and the beginning of the classroom work 
of the 37th year of Hood College. ‘‘ Fresh- 
man Week,’’ as it is called, began the 
preceding Monday and carried through 
with all of its activities and preparations, 
blending into the regular enrollment and 
the regular opening exercises of the year. 

The exercises of ‘‘Freshman Week’’ 
-_ moved more smoothly upon this, the 4th 
year of their use here. The opening ex- 


ercises of Thursday evening, Sept. 19, 
were also more nearly the ideal aimed at 
than any of preceding years. Dr. David 
A. Robertson, assistant director of the 
American Council on Education, gave an 
admirable opening address on the subject 
of ‘The Will’’ but in a spirit described 
by him as ‘‘personal and confidential.’’ 
Out of a long experience with college stu- 
dents and a more recent but intimate 
knowledge of Hood, he brought just the 
message best suited to the needs of the 


average student, especially the incoming 
one. A reception in Strawn Cottage fol- 
lowing the exercises gave the faculty an 
opportunity to meet Dr. Robertson and to 
join in refreshments during an hour spent 
as the guests of our home economics prac- 
tice house. 

The reception by the Y. W. C. A. on 
Saturday evening, was held in Alumnae 
Hall, where the large freshman class had 
the opportunity of meeting the officers of 
the college and the faculty committee of 
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the Y. W. CG. A. A delightful program of 
musie and readings was given and refresh- 
ments were served. 

The reception on Sunday afternoon at 
the home of President and Mrs. Apple gave 
further opportunity and deepened the ac- 
quaintance between the president and his 
wife and the incoming freshmen. ¢ 

The new dormitory is proceeding nicely 
with every prospect of being ready for 
use in the fall of 1930. Meanwhile the 
one hundred overflow freshmen are mak- 
ing the most of this last opportunity to 
use Winchester Hall and are really quite 
happy about it. 

The list of vesper speakers for the year 
is unusually fine, as is also the series of 
public events. These will be announced 
later and commented upon from time to 
time. 

Comparatively few changes have oc- 
curred in the faculty and vacancies have 
been filled in a way that will uphold and 
uplift the standard of the institution. Sev- 
eral young men have joined the faculty, 


practically doubling that number over last 
year’s record. Dr. G. Nevin Rebert has 
returned from a year’s absence spent in 
completing his work for his Ph.D, degree 
at Chicago University. Prof. James B. 
Ranck, for the past 5 years head of the 
department of history of Western Mary- 
land College, and son of Dr. H. H. Ranck, 
of Grace Church, Washington, has become 
head of the history department. 

A large proportion of the members of 
the class of 1929 have secured positions 
as teachers or in other vocations. Certain 
of them have secured scholarships for fur- 
ther study. There seems to be a demand 
for Hood graduates and we rejoice that 
the large graduating classes of recent 
years are increasing the supply. With the 
coming of the new dormitory with a slight 
increase of capacity and the bringing of 
all students to the campus, a graduating 
class of 100 will be an ideal soon to be 
realized, —J. H. A. 

Frederick, Maryland 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Twentieth Sunday After Trinity, 
October 13, 1929. 


Keeping Fit for the Sake of Others 


(A Temperance Lesson) 

Daniel 1:8-20 
Golden Text: Know ye not that your 
body is a Temple of the Holy Spirit which 
is in you, which ye have from God? And 
ye are not your own, for ye were bought 
with price; glorify God therefore, im your 

body. I Corinthians 6:19-20. 


Lesson Outline: 1. Daniel in Babylon. 
2. Daniel in America. 


Our lesson passage tells the dramatic 
story of Daniel’s temptation and triumph. 
We studied the same lesson only a few 
months ago, but from a somewhat different 
angle. Teachers, should observe that the 
subtitles of our present study. of Daniel’s 
experience are, ‘‘Self-control for the Com- 
mon Good,’’? and ‘‘Temperance Essential 
to the Highest Usefulness.’’? Indeed, the 
main title of our lesson stresses the same 
point. We are to keep fit, not merely for 
our own sake, but for the sake of others. 

It may be questioned whether that teach- 
ing is explicitly found in the narrative 
of Daniel and his companions. Certainly, 
their primary motive was not social. They 
refused to eat the tempting dainties from 
the royal table because that diet, both the 
meat and the drink, was ceremonially un- 
clean, and, therefore, forbidden by the 
Jewish law. To partake of it was an ir- 
religious act. It meant the loss of the 
favor of Jehovah. Indeed, in the second 
century B. C., the date of the Book of 
Daniel, the social implications and duties 
of religion were scarcely discerned. 


It remained for Jesus to teach mankind 
that true religion, though the most inti- 
mate and personal experience of the indi- 
vidual, can never remain individualistic, 
If it is the religion of Christ, it must needs 
be social in its outlook and expression. 
It is a triangular affair, as it were, em- 
bracing God, a man, and all his fellowmen, 
And whatever the powers and privileges 
may be that the individual derives from 
his communion with God, they are not be- 
stowed upon him merely for his personal 
salvation, whether here or hereafter. He 
is saved to serve. He serves God best and 
most by loving others, even as God loves 
him. 


Perhaps none of the early followers of 
Jesus understood that profound teaching 
of the Master more clearly than Paul. 
More than once he stressed it in writing to 
his Gentile converts, who were facing the 
difficult task of living a Christian life in 
the midst of a pagan civilization. It forms 
his final argument in the controversy of 
the Corinthian Church concerning meat of- 
fered to idols. In Paul’s answer to the 
perplexed inquiry of some of his spiritual 
children (which is a part of our reading 
lesson from this study) we find a clear 
statement of the principle that we must 
keep fit for the sake of others (I Corinthi- 
ans 8, 9). ‘‘Thus, sinning against the 
brethren, and wounding their conscience 
when it is weak, ye sin against Christ. 
Wherefore, if meat maketh my brother to 
stumble, I will eat no flesh forevermore, 
that I make not my brother to stumble’’ 
(8:13). ‘*T am become all things to all 
men, that I may by all means save some’? 
(9:22). 

Let us briefly review Daniel’s experi- 
ence and, then, study its social significance. 

I. Daniel in Babylon. We are intro- 
duced to four young Hebrews in a foreign 
land. Their leader is Daniel. They are 
captives of Nebuchadnezzar, but this de- 
spotic ruler has selected them for high 
honors. They are to be sent to the uni- 
versity, as beneficiaries of the king, and 
trained for exalted offices in the public 
service. What more flattering and gratify- 
ing prospect than this could possibly be 
imagined? It seemed as though the king’s 
favor had set before them an open door 
to a great career. 

But all careers cost something. And it 
soon appeared that, in this particular case, 
the price was more than Daniel cared to 
pay. That price, ‘‘a daily portion of the 
king’s meat and of the wine which he 
drank,’’ involved a conflict between his 
conscience and his career. And Daniel’s 
conscience won. As a Jew, loyal to his 
religion, he refused to transgress the strict 
ceremonial law, as it pertained to meat 
and drink. ‘‘He purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself with the 
king’s dainties, nor with the wine which 
he drank.’’ That was a costly resolution. 
It defied the king’s orders, even as it 
rejected his favors. And its sure penalty 
was death. It requires the highest kind 
of courage to make and keep such a reso- 
lution as Daniel’s. Only a heart fortified 
by a strong faith in God is capable of it. 
To mere worldly prudence it seems like 
folly. 


Yet Daniel was prudent as well as con- 
scientious. That appears clearly in his 
dealings with the steward, to whom he first 
announced his purpose. He knew well 
how to manifest his noble courage with 
the utmost courtesy and with great com- 
mon-sense. Not infrequently our conscien- 
tious reformers are tactless. They may be 
brave in attacking popular vices, but they 
are blunt and boorish in their manner and 
method. Not so Daniel. He made a rea- 
sonable proposal to the troubled over- 
seer, whose head was in no less danger 
than his own. A blustering demand would 
have met with instant refusal, but Dan- 
iel’s tactful and sensible request was 
granted. The steward consented to a prac- 
tical trial of his proposal. For ten days 
the young Hebrews were permitted to live 
on their own simple diet, while the other 
members of their group feasted on wine 
and rich viands from the king’s larder. 
And then, so ran the proposal, ‘‘as thou 
seest, deal with thy servants.’? Judge 
the test by its obvious results! 


And the outcome of this experimental 
test was such that Daniel and his com- 
panions were permitted to continue their 
diet to the end of their training, for ‘‘at 
the end of ten days their countenances ap- 
peared fairer, and they were fatter in the 
flesh, than all the youths that did eat of 
the king’s dainties.’’ And when their 
final examination came they passed it 
summa cum laude, excelling all others in 
body and mind. So marked was their su-_ 
periority that even the king recognized and 
rewarded it, for ‘‘he found them ten times 
better than all the magicians and en- 
chanters that were in all his realm.’? 

Thus we find in this ancient chronicle 
the dramatic and inspiring story of a 
young man who ‘‘kept fit’? for his con- 
science’s sake. Rather than disobey that 
inner voice, speaking to him with divine 
authority, Daniel resolved to risk the royal 
favor, a promising career, and life itself. 
And ‘in the end he gained everything, and 
lost nothing. But his worldly success must 
not blind us to the fact that his greatest 
gain was inward and not outward. Not 
physical health, nor mental vigor, nor ma- 
terial fortune, but a character that pleased 
God and was respected by men. The cour- 
age of Daniel does not always lead to 
fortune and fame. But the riches and 
rewards of character accrue to all who, 
like Daniel, remain faithful to their con- 
science, and loyal to their God. 


II. Daniel in America. The perennial 
interest of this ancient narrative causes 
no surprise to those who really understand 
it. It belongs to every age, and every hu- 
man heart knows the drama it portrays so 
vividly. It knows the temptation that the 
soul must face when it fares forth into 
life, and also the possibility of tragedy or 
triumph. The Daniel who lived at Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s court has many brothers and 
sisters today. Youths in country and city, 
in college and in counting house, in stores 
and on streets, in factories and on farms. 
The setting of their life is quite other 
than Daniel’s, but their main problem is 
much like his. 


And the example of Daniel flings out its: 
noble challenge to our young people. It 
calls for courage to obey one’s conscience. 
It demands obedience to the will of God 
at times when such a course conflicts with 
custom, worldly prudence, and material 
success. Like Daniel of old, the modern 
youth, when he starts out in life, will be 
tempted to forget God, to deny his reli- 
gion, to neglect his pious habits and prae- 
tices. He will meet those who scoff at 
prayer, and laugh at the Bible and the 
Church. 
tiousness will seek to ensnare him. How ~ 
shall he resist his manifold temptations? — 

He will need all of Daniel’s courage and— 
fidelity. Like that Hebrew youth he must 
‘‘purpose in his heart not to defile hi 
self.’?’ He must begin his battle of ] 


Gambling, drinking, and licen- 
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with convictions and ideals that have been 
wrought into the fabric of his character. 
That much home, Church, and school must 
do for our youth. Certainly, Daniel’s 
ideals were not the gift of Babylon, but 
the fine heritage of pious parents and 
faithful teachers in Judah. Those were 
the influences that enabled this youth to 
resist the temptations of Babylon. With- 
out similar training and teaching our mod- 
ern youth is the helpless victim of the 
whirlpools and cesspools of life. If our 
young people are as bad as they are some- 
times pictured, their degeneracy amounts 
to a terrible indictment of our homes and 
schools and Churches. These basic institu- 
tions must be criminally incompetent if 
their joint product really were so far be- 
neath the standard of other days. 

But ‘‘not to defile oneself’’ is only a 
part of Christian character. Merely its 
negative aspect. It means that there are 
certain things a follower of Christ simply 
cannot and will not do, because they are 
hurtful both to his body and soul. That 
may make him a saint, but not a very 
vigorous saint. After all, there is much to 
be said for the demand of our youth for 
self-expression, and self-realization. That, 
precisely, is their God-given right. Nota 
life of negative and supression of vital 
instincts and tendencies, but their expres- 
sion and their fullest realization. The 
only question is, What is this ‘‘self’’ that 
demands its full freedom of thought and 
action? Is it merely a physical and mate- 
rial thing, or are there mental, moral, and 
spiritual capacities latent in man that ery 
aloud for their realization? And, again, 
how is this self-realization to proceed? Is 
there no law to regulate its course? Is 
there no norm higher and better than 
individual caprice? Has the age-old ex- 
perience of mankind, as voiced by religion 
and morality, nothing to say to the youth 
who earnestly desires to make, and to keep, 
himself fit for the achievement and en- 
joyment of the richest and fullest life? 

There is only one intelligent answer to 
questions such as these. It is given by 
Christ, and, it is confirmed by common- 
sense. The youth who hears and heeds 
that answer will, like Daniel, triumph over 
his temptations and attain a noble charac- 
ter. He will defile neither his body nor 
his soul, and, whatever his calling, he will 
develop and use to the utmost all the ca- 
pacities that God has given him. He will 
keep himself fit, and he will aim to make 
himself ever more fit. That is the noblest 
contribution any man can make to the life 
of mankind. Not money nor machines; 
not things nor thoughts, but just his own 
life, made and kept clean and strong. 

And why, finally, should he thus keep 
fit? Because God demands it and con- 
science decrees it? Or because one’s per- 
sonal welfare depends upon it? Yes, but 
that is not the full answer. We must keep 
fit for the sake of others, as well as for 
our own. The ‘‘fit’?’? must ever bear in 
mind the ‘‘unfit’’—those who are weak. 
The least and the lowest, who are the 
children of God and our brethren. Thus 
only may we claim to be the disciples of 
Christ who even died, the just for the un- 
just, that He might bring men to God. To 
order one’s life on that high basis means 
the fulfillment of the law of Christ that 
we love one another. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer,.D.D. 


Oct. 13—Jesus Teaching Us to Pray. 
Matt. 6:5-13. 

The importance of prayer appears from 
the large room Jesus gave it in His own 
life and in His teachings. By precept and 
by example He taught men to pray. He 
Himself was a man of prayer. He prayed 
in public and in private. He spent whole 
nights in prayer and there was no impor- 
tant crisis in His life in which He did not 
pray. He faced every ordeal in the spirit 
of prayer. He died on the cross with a 
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For Your Church, School or Society 
BY SELLING 


The famous Premier Assortment containing 21 Christmas Cards which 
are extremely attractive and popular. Make no mistake and order this assort- 
ment for your organization to sell, as it contains what people expect of a box 
assortment. Remember, friends, by showing these cards means to sell the box, 


and by selling 100 boxes you will earn $50.00, which is 100 percent profit. 


COLOR APPEAL—in this assort- 
ment is exceptionally good. Lots of 
real fine coloring which is most at- 
tractive in the different shapes and 
sizes of cards. 

OUR DESIGNS—of “The Wise- 
men,’ ‘“‘The Cathedral,” ‘‘The Vil- 
lage,’’ “‘Snowdrift’” and ‘‘Christmas 
Shopping”’ are just a few of our out- 
standing numbers. 


FREE 


WITH EVERY 


25 BOXES 


Remember the value of each sample box is $1.00 


VERSES—tThese cards are brim- 
ming o’er with the Christmas Spirit 
of Joy and Gladness too. ‘‘That’s the 
kind of wish that folks like us like 
to wish for folks like you.’’ 


LINED ENVELOPES—which are 
very flashy and add greatly to the 
attractiveness of this assortment. 
They really do appear out of place in 
a box assortment due to their ex- 
travagance. 


A SAMPLE BOX 


Sells for 
. $25.00 
50.00 


Cost per Box 


60¢c 
50 bbc 
100 50¢ 


No. of Boxes 
25 


100.00 
EACH BOX SELLS FOR $1.00. 


FREE | 


Profit 
$10.00 
27.50 22.50 
50.00 50.00 


SAMPLE BOX 60c 


Cost you 


$15.00 


TERMS: One-half of the cost with order; balance in 15 days 
We pay the carrying charge if order is paid in full 


THE CHURCH SUPPLY CO., INC. Blossburg, Pa. 


Clip or Copy and Mail Now 


Namen... 


Address... 


prayer upon His lips. He had mastered the 
art of praying and there is no one better 
qualified that He to teach others how to 
pray. Great teachers have always 
taught their followers to pray. John 
the Baptist had taught his disciples 
how to pray and so the _ disciples 
of Jesus came to Him and asked Him: 
‘¢Lord, teach us to pray.’’? On that occa- 
sion He gave them an outline of a prayer 
which has come down to us and which we 
call ‘*The Lord’s Prayer.’’ It is, how- 
ever, in the Sermon on the Mount where 
Jesus gave the most explicit rules of 
prayer. He set His rules in contrast to 
those which obtained among the religious 
people of His day. ‘‘But thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thy closet and shut thy 
door. Use not vain repetitions. Do not 
make long prayers for a pretense.’’ 

Here we have at least three important 
rules laid down for us. 


1. ‘‘Shut the door.’’ That means that 


boxes of the Premier Assortment. 


we are to retire from the world and be 
alone with God. There are many doors 
which need to be shut. The doors of the 
body, our eyes, should be closed. We can 
see God better when we shut our eyes than 
when we have them open. To the open 
eyes there are too many distractions so 
that we cannot concentrate our minds on 
God as we should. There are doors of the 
mind which must be closed. We must fix 
our thoughts on God. The body and the 
mind must be in a proper attitude. We 
must assume a reverential posture. There- 
fore, we kneel or stand or bow. We fold 
our hands expressing our own helplessness. 
We close our eyes and bring our thoughts 
and desires into proper relation to God. 
We try to visualize Him and make full 
use of our imagination. We endeavor to 
make God’s presence very real to us and 
to feel Him nearer than breathing, closer 
than hands and feet. God is here and 
therefore we need not shout into the 
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5% Serial 
Coupon Bonds 


Sold By 
The Board of Home 
Missions 
Authorized By 
General Synod 
Total Issue $500,000.00 
$325 ,000.00 Sold 


A Safe Investment 


For Further Information Write 
Rev. Wm. F. DeLong, D.D., 


Field Secretary 


Schaff Building, 1505 Race St. 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


heavens to bring Him down nor cry aloud 
to make Him hear us. Prayer is holding 
fellowship with God; it is the child talk- 
ing to his father. We come not to a ty- 
rant who lords it over us, not to an angry 
deity, but to a Father who is friendly. 
Jesus taught us how to address God. When 
ye pray say ‘‘Our Father.’’ It is interest- 
ing to note the way in which Jesus always 
addressed God in prayer. It was a dis- 
tinctively new approach, and we are to 
learn from Him what to call God. 


2. Avoid Platitudes. The great danger 
in prayer is that it becomes an empty 
form. We are so prone to use pious plati- 
tudes and stock phrases so that the spirit 
is lost and the form only remains. ‘‘ Vain 
repetitions’’ Jesus calls this type of pray- 
er. How guilty we all are of this! For 
instance, it is a mistake to pray God half 
a dozen or more times in a single prayer to 
forgive us our sins. Once is often enough. 
You look at our Order of Service for the 
Lord’s Day. It opens with a confession 
of our sins; this is followed by a declara- 
tion of pardon. We now have the assur- 
ance that our sins are forgiven. Conse- 
quently, it is needless in the body or at 
the end of the prayer to ask for the same 
things again which we are assured have 
already been granted. It is only when our 
prayer runs thin and we are in want of 
proper petitions that we find recourse in 
asking again and again for forgiveness of 
sin. In the prayers of our Order of Serv- 
ice none of the Collects repeats that idea, 
but in free prayer we are guilty of this 
practice. Likewise it is not good form to 
use many superlatives in prayer. A prayer 
is always weakened by the use of super- 
latives, such as Most Gracious, dearest 
Lord Jesus, etc. Study the great prayers 
of the Church which the saints through 
the ages have used and see how free of 
superlatives they are. Most of those over- 
pious phrases are used for effect and do 
from a heart full of love and 


not come i } , 
adoration, The child in talking with a 
parent is not over sentimental nor very 


profuse in the use of adjectives. 

3. Avoid long prayers. Praying is hard 
work and if it is of the right kind cannot 
be sustained during a long period. We need 
not use many words, nor do we need to 
deliver an oration to the Lord. Many per- 
sons praying in public, harangue their au- 


diences under the pretext of talking to 
the Lord. We shall not be heard because 
of our much speaking. Praying is an art. 
But in all art the over-much spoils it. Most 
of us use too many words in prayer. We 
include entirely too much. We think more 
of the people who hear us than whether 
God hears our prayer. There is a tendency 
today to frame our prayers in modern 
fashion and to use language that is up to 
date. In doing this we want our prayers 
to be pretty rather than pious or power- 
ful. We have the people more than God 
in mind when we do this. 

4. Avoid insincerity. When we ap- 
proach God we must be above all things 
sincere. There is too much cant in many 
of our prayers. We are not genuine, not 
real. Affectation is one of our besetting 
sins. We do too much of it for pretense. 
When we talk to God we should be hum- 
ble and meek and gentle. ‘‘The proud He 
seeth afar off.’? God knows us better 
than we know ourselves and He can read 
our inmost thoughts and desires. Nothing 
can be a greater affront to God than to 
have His child come to Him under false 
pretenses. Our hearts must be right to- 
wards God if we would commune with 
Him. We must have faith and confidence 
in Him. We can trust God, but He must 
also be able to trust us. 

5. Expect an answer to prayer. Prayer 
is not an empty ceremony. Something is 
supposed to happen. True prayer never 
goes unanswered. We must expect and 
wait for the answer. It may not always 
come in the form or at the time we want 
it, but it always comes. ‘‘Ask and ye 
shall receive.’’ ‘‘We have not because 
we ask not.’’ If we ask anything in the 
name of Christ, He will do it. This is a 
remarkable promise, but our own experi- 
ence proves the truth of it. Prayer ac- 
complishes things. It may not change the 
will of God for that will is always favor- 
able, but it changes men’s attitude and 
makes it possible for God to accomplish 
His will through us. We however, can- 
not expect answers to foolish prayers, nor 
to have our selfish desires gratified. God 
knows what is best for us and, as Shakes- 
peare says, ‘‘Thus gain we by losing our 
prayers.’’ The range of things for which 
we should pray is exceedingly wide. But 
the best things are those which pertain to 
His Kingdom, and the welfare of our 
fellowmen, rather than the things which 
concern ourselves. Intercessory prayer, 
prayer for others, is one of the highest 
type of prayer. We should even pray for 
our enemies and for those who despitefully 
use us. 

‘‘Never give up praying.’’ It is our 
greatest privilege and prerogative. Make 
prayer a habit in your life. ‘‘Talk of it 
with thy Lord.’? Learn the art of going 
to God at all times. 


‘¢Q what peace we often forfeit 
O what needless pain we bear; 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer.’’ 


Pray in private. Go alone with 
and commune with Him. 


‘*T love to steal awhile away 
From every cumbering care; 
And spend the hours of setting day 
In humble, grateful prayer.’’ 


Pray in public. Assemble with God’s 
people in His House and make it a real 
‘‘house of prayer.’’ 


‘‘He prayeth best who loveth best, 
All things both great and small; 
For the dear Lord who knoweth best, 
He made and loveth all.’’ 


God 


FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL NOTES 


Franklin and Marshall College opened 
its 143rd year Sept. 19, with an increased 
attendance and enlarged faculty, and with 
the announcement that the Fackenthal 


Laboratories, the generous gift of B. F. 
Fackenthal, Jr., Se.D., will be dedicated 
Nov. 1, with Charles M. Schwab, LL.D., 
as the speaker, 


President Henry H. Apple addressed an 
audience that filled Hensel Hall at the 
opening exercises when he spoke tersely 
and helpfully on ‘‘Problems of Student 
Life,’’ having in mind especially the more 
than 250 new students. 


A pre-freshman week beginning Sept. 14, 
had initiated new students into the new 
surroundings and old traditions of the 
college. It was held under the auspices 
of a committee of which Robert L. Foose, 
president of the Interfraternity Council 
was the chairman. Other members were 
Berry B. Lethbridge, president of the Stu- 
dent Senate, and Elias H. Philips, presi- 
dent of the ‘‘Y.’’ Its program ineluded 
morning and evening meetings, a Sunday 
morning service at the First Reformed 
Church, and a trolley trip and hike to 
Pequea under the guidance of Dr. H. Jus- 
tin Roddy, curator of the museum. Among 
those who addressed the frosh were Prof. 
Paul M. Limbert, teacher of religion; Dean 
Howard L. Omwake; Alumni Secretary 
Robert J. Pilgram; Student Secretary Har- 
old J. Budd, and Dr. E. E. Kresge, profes- 
sor of philosophy. 

Over 720 students are registered this 
year, who will be well cared for by the 
increased faculty, now numbering 47, in 
the newly renovated recitation rooms in 
old Main, the Literary Society halls and 
the Science Building, 

In his address of welcome, Dr, Apple 
spoke of the problems of self-discipline, 
thinking, and turning scholarship into 
power, and declared that the problem of 
character formation is the one of deepest 
Significance, ‘‘Here the student must deal 
with religion,’’ he said. ‘It is not my 
purpose to discuss religion but to assert 
that the student must face it. The strong- 
est men in college and out of college stand 
for religious ideals. 


‘Too often a man’s religion is second- 
hand—an heirloom from the past and not 
an experience in the present. His beliefs 
are not what he has tested and found to 
be reliable, but what others have told him 
concerning their supposed truths, and 
some of these when tried may prove to be 
unreliable. The result is that when a man 
faces the facts of life, his supposed reli- 
gion crumbles into ruin, and he fancies he 
has lost his religion. As a matter of fact, 
he has no religion to lose. 

‘*To this situation there are various re- 
actions. Some do nothing. They read no 
books, consult no authorities, make no 
tests. The result is what might be ex- 
pected, nothing. Others attempt to find 
reality by accepting the ancient creeds; but 
creeds are to religion what chemical 
formulae are to the substances in the 
laboratory—more or less accurate attempts 
to interpret the real experiences them- 
selves. H20 may be a correct analysis 
of water, but it is not a glass of water. 
Others hope to find the life of which reli- 
gion speaks by means of various ritual 
observances. These are valuable if they 
grow out of and express and deepen reli- 
gious life, but they may also become dead 
forms. Still others become Bolshevists and 
throw all religion overboard as excess bag- 
gage, only to discover that they have 
solved no problems and have given up 
what countless thousands of wise and good 
men prized as a source of life and peace 
and power and joy. 

‘‘The true reaction is a scientific one, 
and this I commend and urge upon you, 
namely, to make an honest test of reli- 
gion for one’s self. Those who make the 
experiment find it worth while. As Jesus 
is the supreme example of religion at its 
highest and best, I advise you to study His — 
life, learn His truths, and then see what 
happens when you live that life and put 
into practice His truths. It will crown — 
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life with the integrity of character that 
will make it worthy of confidence and 
abundantly rich in service.’?’ 

—Robert J. Pilgram. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. H. Kehm, Superintendent 


AN EXCEPTIONAL DAY 


We called it an exceptional day at Beth- 
any because two of our girls left us on 
one day to be treated in other institutions. 

We look after the physical condition of 
the children to the best of our ability but 
some times, like in a private home, we come 
to the time when for the sake of the pa- 
tient and the other children we feel it 
advisable to remove the afflicted ones to 
other institutions where they can and do 
receive treatment for their particular ill- 
ness. 

Some 10 years ago a girl was admitted 
to the Home from Milton. Soon after she 
arrived it was discovered that she was af- 
flicted with epilepsy. Our medical force 
did every thing they could for her, hoping 
that she might improve with years but in- 
stead the attacks grew more severe and 
more numerous. After a number of at- 
temps to have her entered into an institu- 
tion for such cases we finally succeeded in 
having her admitted in ‘‘The Passavant 
Memorial Homes for Epileptics.’’ We cer- 
tainly hope that something can be done 
for her. 

The other case was discovered by the 
State Clinic held at the Home during the 
summer. This case was a surprise to most 
of us, who never expected that any of our 
children were infected with lung trouble. 
The medical staff and we feel that this 
girl will respond to treatment and that 
after spending some time in the sanatorium 
she will return to us. 

To say goodbye to these children is not 
an easy thing. Even the older children 
who can in part, at least, appreciate the 
situation, feel and, to a degree, express 
their sympathy by their attitude. 

At the Chapel service the last evening 
at the Home the superintendent asked 
Anna, one of the two girls, what we should 
sing. She replied: ‘‘ Number 73, ‘Approach 
My Soul the Mercy Seat’.’’ 
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BIBLICAL DRAMAS AND PAGEANTS 


SHORT 


PAGEANTS FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


By Laura 8. Copenhaver 
Sixteen ten-minute pageants of varied theme and conception, each of which teaches 
adroitly and superbly some social or personal lesson of the highest importance. 
The author’s instructions are invariably clear and suggestive, yet they leave to the 
teacher, director, and players adequate opportunity for individual thought and initiative. 
Price, $1.50 


PAGEANTS FOR THE YEAR 


Compiled by Miss Henrietta Heron. 


Costume Description by J, H. Shonkwiler 
176 pages. 


Cloth. 


This book has been published in response to the insistent calls from church-school 


superintendents and teachers of young people for a collection of usable pageants. 


Miss 


Heron has long been vitally interested in pageantry, and has carefully selected and 
edited this choice compilation, supplying from one to three pageants for each month— 


twenty-three in all. 
permanent in value. 
or elaborately. 


Pageants are not only the thing just now, but the pageant idea is 
They value a variety of themes, and may be put on either simply 
Each of this collection centers around a high and wholesome ideal. 


Instructional and entertaining, and the work of production will be thoroughly enjoyed. 


These pageants will develop and utilize the talent of the young people. 
numbers alone are worth the price of the book. 
contribution to an’important phase of Christian education. 


OLD TIME CHURCH PLAYS ADAPTED 
Mystery Plays and Moralities of Earlier 
Days. Price, $1.75. 


PAGEANTS FOR SPECIAL DAYS IN THE 
CHURCH YEAR 


This book is designed for use by churches 
and schools in their program for special 
days of the year. The pageants are simple 
and easy of production. 

The aim in production should be to pre- 
sent an artistic and beautiful spectacle, 
which shall convey a message not only to 
the audience but to the members of the cast 
as well. It is hoped that this book may 
enable many churches to acceptably recog- 
nize the outstanding days of the year by 
use of dramatic presentation in which the 
young people and children of the church 
school participate. Price, $1.50. 


The special-day 
“Pageants for the Year” is a helpful 
Price, $1.50. 


SEVEN DRAMATIC SERVICES OF 
WORSHIP 


Prepared for use on special days. Comes 
in response to a demand among scores of 
local workers who recognize limitless pos- 
sibilities in the use of the Fine Arts in 
Religious Education. 


Contents: 

A Service for Mothers and Daughters 
For the Father and Son banquet 
An Outdoor Service for Young People 
A Service of Devotion for Young People 
A Service for the Vesper or Evening Hour 
A Service for Missionary Sunday 
A Vesper Service for New Year’s 

Paper Covers. Price, 35 cents. 


BIBLE DRAMAS 


By William Ford Manley 
In response to an unusual demand from a wide circle of radio listeners, this: volume 


of Bible plays has been printed. 


Radio plays adapted for Church and social gatherings: 
Contents 


James of Galilee 

Cain and Abel 

Diana of the Ephesians 
Samson and Delilah 
Saul of Tarsus 

Ruth 


The Message from Sinai 
Courage (David and Goliath) 
Sacrifice (Abraham and Isaac) 
Ishmael 

The Mess of Pottage 

Judith 


Price, $2.00 
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The engagement of Colonel Lloyd C. 
Griscom, of New York, formerly American 
Ambassador to Italy, and Miss Audrey 
Margaret Elizabeth Cross, of England, has 
been announced. The wedding will take 
place Oct. 3 in London. 

Between $15,000,000 and $200,000,000 
worth of diamonds are smuggled into the 
United States annually, equaling the value 
of those imported legally, according to a 
statement made by the president of the 
American National Jewelers’ Retail Asso- 
ciation at the organization’s 23rd conven- 
tion in Cleveland. 

Automobile accidents caused 710 deaths 
in 78 cities of the United States during 
the 4 weeks ended Sept. 7, as compared 
with 622 during the 4 weeks ended Sept. 8, 
1928, the Department of Commerce has 
announced, 

Despite an indicated deficit of $1,700,000 
in the operation of the domestic air mail 
system for the present fiscal year, the post 
office department has no thought of cur- 
tailing this service, W. Irving Glover, 
second assistant postmaster general, has 
announced. 

President Hoover sent Sept. 16 a mes- 
‘sage to the President of Mexico on the 
oceasion of the anniversary of the inde- 
pendence of that country. ‘ 

’ George Young, British diplomatist and au- 


thor, has received the first ‘‘ Yale Review’’ 
award of $2,000, offered for an article pub- 
lished in the magazine during the year on 
national or international affairs, for his 
article ‘‘The Near East Goes West,’’ 
which is published in the current summer 
number. 

William Watts Folwell, 796, first presi- 
dent of the University of Minnesota, died 
at his home in Minneapolis, Sept. 18. 

Twenty-five charitable, religious and ed- 
ucational institutions inherit most of the 
fortune of Alfred M. Heinsheimer, of New 
York, estimated at more than $3,000,000, 
by the terms of his will. 

Mrs. Calvin Coolidge formally opened 
and dedicated the new concrete highway 
bridge over the old bed of the Connecticut 
River near Mount Tom Junction, Mass. 
Accompanied by the former president, she 
drove over the bridge, scattering rose 
petals on the pavement. ae 

The United States has 149,521 physicians 
to its 118,127,645 population, according to 
a survey of medical education just com- 
pleted by the Bureau of Education. ‘ 

The International Advisory and Techni- 
cal Committee on Radio-electrie Communi- 
cations had its first meeting Sept. 18 at 
the Hague. This is the outgrowth of the 
recent Washington conference. 

Russia plans to irrigate vast area of her 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


lands for cotton in the near future. 

Governor Flem D. Sampson and 7 mem- 
bers of the State Textbook Commission 
have been indicted by a grand jury on a 
charge of unlawfully, wilfully and know- 
ingly receiving a gift from a textbook pub- 
lishing company while members of the 
State Textbook Commission. It was the 
first time in more than 100 years that an 
indictment has been returned against a 
governor of Kentucky. 

Seventeen persons were killed and 47 
injured in a fire and panic at one of the 
night clubs in Detroit, Sept. 20. 

Twenty-six persons perished in a typhoon 
whith struck the islands near the center of 
the Philippines the middle of September. 

A violent earthquake destroyed the vil- 
lage of Tournik Sept. 21 and partly de- 
stroyed other villages in the Trebizond 
area of Turkey. A considerable number 
of casualties was reported, and extensive 
damage. 

Former Secretary of State and Mrs. 
Hughes arrived home from The Hague 
Sept. 21, where he presided over the World 
Court. The jurist characterized the World 
Court as the ‘‘most important of all un- 
dertakings for peace’’ and as ‘‘the abso- 
lute minimum of intelligent effort for the 
promotion of world peace.’’ 

A gift of $1,000,000 to the University 
of Chicago by Max Epstein, art patron 
and philanthropist, for the creation of an 
art centre has been announced by Presi- 
dent Hutchins of the university. 

Cablegrams have been received by the 
Cuban Embassy at Washington from rep- 
resentatives of American business con- 
cerns in Havana affirming the contention 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Chu:ch. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad Sym Dery, with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 


TRADI M RINE Ei, MEME DE 10h AD) MWh 1B Ee 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENTS 
needed to help students of slender means 
struggling against increasing costs. 

HOW TO FOUND A SCHOLARSHIP: 
1. By Direct Gift—income available at 
once. 2. By Annuity Contract—not active 
during life of donor. 3. By Bequest— 
available only after death. 
Write for booklet, ‘Lasting Memorials.” 
Full information on request. 
Rev. JAMES M. S. ISENBERG, D.D., 
Vice-President. 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania. 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 
Mercersburg, Pa. 


Headmaster, 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Ecoromics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book | of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, LL.D., President 


of supporters of the Government of Presi- 
dent Machado that the present administra- 
tion is affording just treatment to foreign 
interests and denying charges of a reign 
of terror now before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

President Hoover followed the recom- 
mendation of Attorney General Mitchell 
and would not commute the sentence of 
Harry F. Sinclair or Henry Mason Day, 
who are serving terms in the District of 
Columbia jail for contempt of court aris- 
ing from the shadowing of the Fall-Sin- 
clair jury. 

The House of Representatives, which 
has been in recess since soon after it 
passed the tariff bill, reassembled Sept. 23 
and took a 3 weeks recess until Oct. 14, 
in the expectation that the Senate will 
have completed the tariff legislation by 
that time. 

Twelve bronze tablets, erected to indi- 
cate the landmarks at the scene of the 
Battle of Germantown, will be dedicated 
at the 152nd anniversary of the battle on 
Oct. 5. 

Mrs. Ruth Hanna McCormick, a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives, has 
entered the race for United States Senator 
from Illinois against Senator Charles 8. 
Deneen. <A formal announcement of her 
candidacy for the primaries of April 8 has 
been made. 

Publication about Jan. 1 of a new book 
by Colonel Lindbergh, to be called ‘‘We 
Fly,’’? has been announced by Gordon 
Dorance and Co., Inc. 

The memory of Commodore John Barry, 
‘father of the American Navy,’’ was hon- 
ored Sept. 22 on the Mall in Central Park, 
New York. More than 20,000 persons 
were present. 

The Hon. Sir Hedworth Meux, admiral 
of the British fleet, died at Danbury, Eng., 
at the age of 77. 

Rome spent Sept. 20, the legal holiday, 
without the display of triumph and politi- 
cal stirrings which have marked every an- 
niversary of the day in 1870 when the 
Italian people triumphed over the Papal 
State. 

Mayor Gustav Boess, of Berlin, with his 
wife and 4 of his city officials arrived 
Sept. 23 in New York for a tour and study 
of American cities. He was received by 
President Hoover at the White House 
Sept. 30. 

Senator Shortridge, Republican, chair- 
man of the Senate committee investigating 
propaganda against naval reduction, has 
declared that he favored a separate and 
sweeping investigation of all lobbying aec- 
tivities in Washington. 

Invitations for a formal naval disarma- 
ment conference to meet in London in 
January were sent out by the British Gov- 
ernment prior to the departure of Premier 
MacDonald for his visit to President Hoo- 
ver in Washington. The invitations were 
addressed to the United States, France, 
Italy and Japan. 

Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh arrived at 
Paramaribo, Dutch Guiana, Sept. 238, add- 
ing to his feats the accomplishment of a 
new air mail line, bringing the northeast- 
ern coast of South America closer to the 
United States by 14 days than heretofore. 
The arrival at Paramaribo completed a 
2,.595-mile journey since he took off Sept. 
20 from Miami. In this flight Colonel 
Lindbergh assumed the regular job of a 
commercial air pilot. Mrs. Lindbergh was 
one of the passengers. 

More than 75 per cent of Pennsylvania’s 
citizens will act on proposal to use voting 
machines when 36 of 67 counties, includ- 
ing Philadelphia, vote on the measure on 
Nov. 17. 


REPORT OF FINDINGS COMMITTEE 
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Executive Committee of the General Synod, 
through its chairman, Dr, William F. Kos- 
man. We further urge all the different 
organizations of the Church to carry out 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N. C. 


Accomodations and Facilities all 
First Class 
Very Reasonable Rates 


Write for catalogue and view book. 
Miss W. AUGUSTA LANTZ, 


Registrar. 


this program as fully as possible. 

7. Your committee believes that this 
Conference is in hearty accord with the 
teaching of Christian Stewardship as set 
forth in the Holy Scriptures, and because 
of this fact it unanimously adopted the 
program on Christian Stewardship as pre- 
sented by the Committee on Stewardship 
of the Executive Committee of the General 
Synod; it urges all the pastors carefully 
to study and answer all the questions sub- 
mitted to them through the questionnaire, 
and return the same through the channels 
which have been designated by this body 
as well as by the Executive Committee of 
the General Synod; as the initial step in 
preparation for the coming stewardship 
years. Inasmuch as the year 1930-31 has 
been set apart, not only by our own 
Church, but also by a number of the other 
Protestant Churches as ‘‘Stewardship 
Year,’’ this Conference endorses the ob- 
servance of this Stewardship Year. It urges 
our people to observe the regular steward- 
ship period this winter through such ae- 
tivities as the continuation of the develop- 
ment of the study of stewardship in our 
Sunday Schools, Catechetical Classes, Mis- 
sionary Societies and Young People’s or- 
ganizations, as well as through the preach- 
ing of stewardship sermons, the enlistment 
of greater interest in the Stewardship 
Essay and Poster ‘Contests and through 
the observance of Stewardship Acknowl- 
edgment Week. 


8. In conclusion this Conference ex — 


presses its appreciation of the services of 
those who have arranged for this Confer- 
ence and those who have participated in 
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the program; and also to the pastor, Con- 
sistory and members of Salem Reformed 
Church, Harrisburg, for the use of their 
Church building. 
Respectfully submitted: 
James M. Runkle, 
John M. Peck, 
Jos. M. Newgard, 
W. C. Circle, 
Fred W. Diehl. — 
Unanimously adopted: 
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Woman's Missionary 


Society News 
———— Ss) 0 ee) 


Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor 
416 Schaff Building, Phila., Pa. 


NOTICE. The annual meeting of the 
W. M. S. of Eastern Synod will be held 
Oct. 8, 9 and 10 in Salem Church, Doyles- 
town, Pa., the Rev. Charles W. Freeman, 
pastor. Executive Board will meet Tues- 
day afternoon at 2.30 °o0’clock. Opening 
session Tuesday evening at 8, morning ses- 
sions at 9.15 and afternoon sessions at 1.30 
o’clock, Among the speakers are the Rev. 
and Mrs. Jesse B. Yaukey, Hunan, China; 
Mrs. D. B. Schneder, Sendai, Japan; Mrs. 
Edwin W. Lentz, Miss Helen Brickman 
and Miss Martha Hartman. 

Delegates desiring entertainment shall 
notify Mrs. A. Oscar Martin, 153 Shewell 
Avenue, Doylestown, Pa. It is advisable 
for up-state delegates to use Reading 
Railway into Philadelphia and change at 
Reading Terminal to Doylestown train. 
Philadelphia delegates have choice of train 
or bus, the latter leaving bus station on 
South Broad Street every two hours. 


The W. M.S. of Pittsburgh Synod is now 
in session (Oct. 3 and 4) in Trinity Church, 
Berlin, Pa., the Rev. D. 8. Stephan, pastor, 
Speakers at the evening sessions are Dr. 
and Mrs. D. B. Schneder. Miss Carrie M. 
Kerschner, executive secretary of the W. 
M. S. G. S., will address the guild girls 
at their annual banquet, Friday evening. 
She will also speak to the Reading Circle, 
following the recognition service, Friday 
afternoon, and assist with the W. M. S. 
forum. Mrs. A. B. Cober, Berlin, Pa., is in 
charge of the entertainment of delegates. 


The Fall Institutes of the W. M. S. of 
Pittsburgh Synod will be held the follow- 
ing dates: Clarion, St. Petersburg, Oct. 12; 
St. Paul’s, Greenville, Oct. 15; Allegheny, 
Zelienople, Oct. 16; Westmoreland, Lat- 
robe, Oct. 17; Somerset, Salisbury, Oct. 19. 


At the G. M. G. Institute of Philadelphia 
Classis to be held in Trinity Church, Col- 
legeville, Oct. 5 from 2.30 to 8 o’clock, an 
address on ‘‘Visions of Youth’’ will be 
given by Miss Alliene S. De Chant and 
one on ‘‘Notions’’ by Miss Greta P. 
Hinkle. Supper, 50 cents a plate, will be 
served at 6 o’clock. Philadelphia dele- 
gates take car at Chestnut Hill for Col- 
legeville, or take P. and W. from 69th 
Street to Norristown, and thence to Col- 
legeville on car leaving Main and Swede 
Streets at 1.36 P. M. 


It was interesting to note in the list of 
officers of the new guild organized in St. 
Paul’s Church, Butler, Pa., that the presi- 
dent and corresponding secretary were girls 
who have been attending the Kiski- 
minetas Missionary Conference. Among 
the 14 charter members is Miss Ruth Beam, 
a recent graduate of Heidelberg College, 
who has come to Butler as Girl Reserve 
Secretary in the Y. W. C. A. The officers 
are: president, Mable Fend; vice-president, 
Edna Smith; treasurer, Ethel Charleton; 
recording secretary, Elva Raabe; corre- 
sponding secretary, Margaret Raabe. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Modern Evangelism. By Raymond W. 
Cooper. Fleming H. Revell Co. Price, 
$1.75. 192 pages. 


Out of a wide and rich experience with 
the visitation method of evangelism the 
author has set down in this book a con- 
vincing statement of the importance of 
evangelistic effort and a sane and exhaust- 
ive discussion of method. With reference 
to method, it is not overstating the case to 
say that the author has touched on about 
every one of the ‘‘brass tacks’’ of visita- 
tion evangelism. While the most devout 
and Christian spirit is evident in the writ- 
ing, the book shows a mind also that is 
apt at organization and detail. Every 
pastor should have this volume as a hand- 
book and guide and master its suggestive 
handling of the various details involved 
before undertaking a campaign of evangel- 
ism. These details are given, not as iron- 
clad rules to be followed, but as sugges- 
tions that evidently have grown out of a 
varied experience in this field. 


—A. N.S. 


Testaments. 
Published by 


The Bridge Between the 
Henry Kendall Booth. 
Seribners. Price, $2. 
The author makes a study of the life 

and literature of the four centuries be- 

tween Malachi, the last of the canonical 
books in the Old Testament, to Matthew, 
the first of the New Testament. The New 

Testament did not come directly out of the 

Old but rather out of these ‘‘silent cen- 
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turies,’’? and the book reveals the life and 
literature of these centuries in a very 
pleasing and convincing manner. The pre- 
sentation of the subject is simple though 
the material bears every evidence of ripe 
modern scholarship. 


The author devotes the first chapter to a 
brief and compact historical setting for his 
work, This is accompanied by maps which 
help to get a better understanding of the 
historical situation, The rapid changes oe- 
casioned by the Persia, Greek, Independ- 
ent and Roman reigns are briefly but 
graphically portrayed. The influence ex- 
erted by Eastern Judaism at Babylon and 
Western Judaism, with its seat of activ- 
ity at Alexandria, is of great interest to 
the reader. The translation of the Hebrew 
Seriptures into the Greek language and 
the work of Philo which aimed to fuse the 
best of Greek philosophy with the leading 
ideas of the Old Testament, reveal the 
Hellenizing influence at work in Eastern 
Judaism, 


The author treats at length the extra- 
canonical literature which emerged during 
these ‘‘silent centuries’? and provides a 
chart which assigns each book to its proper 
date of composition. Anyone who makes 
a study of the Apocrapha and the Pseu- 
depigrapha will do well to include this 
book in such a study. The author classi- 
fies the books of the Apocrapha and Pseu- 
depigrapha under the captions of Law, 
History, Legend and Fiction, Poetry, 
Didactie Literature and Apocalypse. There 
is a brief synopsis of each book, which 
proves helpful to anyone who makes a 
study of these extra-canonical books. 


The four centuries between the Testa- 


EVERYBODY USES 


Christmas Cards 
And NOW They Buy Them Early! 


Here is something different for the members and friends 
of the Reformed Church! 
A box assortment at a LOWER PRICE than we have ever offered 


before. 


The box contains 15 assorted ecards and folders; some ecards have 


lined envelopes. 


The designs are attractive and refined. 


sizes. 


There are a variety of 


If purchased separately, this assortment would cost considerably. 


more. 


If you would care to re-sell any of these cards, you could easily 
do so for five or ten cents apiece. 
THE STOCK IS LIMITED. While they last, 
THIS BOXED ASSORTMENT OF 15 CARDS AND FOLDERS 
WITH ENVELOPES, WILL BE SOLD AT 


50 Cents per box 
Order Before the Limited Stock is Depleted. 
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LOVE THE LAW OF LIFE 


By Toyohiko Kagawa 


Translated from the Japanese by 
J. Fullerton Gressitt 


No one who wants to think of reli- 
gion in world-wide terms can afford to 
be ignorant of the life of T. Kagawa, 
the foremost Christian in Japan, prob- 
ably the outstanding Christian in all 
Asia and certainly one of the dramatic 
figures of our generation. He has often 
been described as ‘the modern St. Fran- 
cis’ and in this volume one sees clearly 
the reason why. It is a conspicuous 
service that is here rendered by intro- 
ducing the man to the Western hemi- 
sphere. 

The essence of Kagawa’s philosophy 
of life is set forth in these pages. It is' 
a Ghallenge to the world really to try 
the way of love, and is an interpreta- 
tion—sometimes in almost lyrical lan- 
guage—of what love means in ethics, 
in the relation of the sexes, in art, in 
education, in government, in industry. 
It is less a formal treatise, however, 
than a series of colorful vignettes. 

The story of his sacrificial life in the 
worst slums of Kobe and Osaka, of his 
pioneer work in building up the first 
Japanese labor organizations and peas- 
ant unions, and of his phenomenal 
leadership in the present movement of 
Christian evangelism in Japan, is a 
moving picture of a man who almost 
uniquely incarnates social passion and 
religious fervor. 


313 pages. Price $2.00 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCA- 
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ments were of great importance, though 
to the average mind they may see neg- 
ligible. Among the many institutions, doc- 
trines and customs the author describes 
are the following: Pharisee, Scribe, Priest, 
Sadducee, Essene, Zealot, Sanhedrin, 
Temple, Synagogue, Resurrection, Sheol, 
Heaven, Hell, Gehenna, Paradise, Satan, 
Angels, Demons, Cherubim and Seraphim. 
The book gives the reader a wealth of 
knowledge on these subjects which emerged 
largely in these ‘‘silent centuries.’’ Our 
New Testament will mean more to us if we 
gain a better knowledge of the life and 
literature that immediately preceded it. 


The ‘‘Messianic hope’’ is portrayed as 
it developed especially in the apocalyptic 
literature which gave rise to the present- 
day premillenialism. Jesus did not ap- 
prove of the materialistic and nationalis- 
tic idea of His time. ‘‘He rejected the 
crown of a temporal Messiah and the Juda- 
ism of His day placed on His head a 
crown of thorns.’? The author does not 
criticize the Jews too harshly for their 
action. In one of the closing sentences he 
adds: ‘‘We are no more willing than 
Jesus’ own generation to accept the King- 
dom of God as Jesus taught it; whose sym- 
bol is not the crown but the cross.’’ 


The author reveals to us a wealth of 
knowledge in a field which is greatly neg- 
lected by Christian people. The book has 
real merit and the simple presentation of 
the subject makes it intelligible to the laity 


as well as the clergy. 
—P. J. D. 
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JOHN HENRY NEIDIGH 


Mr. John Henry Neidigh, a son of Jacob 
and Mary Binaman Neidigh, was born in 
Haines Township in 1845 and died on Aug. 
27, 1929, at Pine Hall, Pa., where he and 
his family resided since 1904. He was one 
of the best known and highly respected 
citizens in the valley. He had been in his 
usual good health and had been driving 


his horse about the country on the day 
previous. After his morning chores he ate 
a hearty breakfast and was reclining in an 
easy chair when death overtook him. 

He attended the district school at 
Schwatzville in winter and worked on the 
farm in the summer. At the age of 21 he 
was married to Miss Sarah Ann Kusta- 
border. After 8 years of work on the 
farm he moved to Michigan, where he en- 
gaged in farming for 4 years. Returning 
east, he later purchased the Gilbert Archey 
farm and with honest toil improved it un- 
til it is one of the most productive farms 
in the valley. The Neidighs retired to 
their cozy home at Pine Hall in 1904. 
Their home was noted for its hospitality. 
He was a member of St. Peter’s Church 
and was one of its most faithful members, 
never missing a service when able to go. 
He was a wonderful Bible student and 
teacher of the Bible class for many years. 
He also served as an elder and was active 
in missionary work. 

He is survived by his widow, and the 
following children: Morton C., Anna Gar- 
ner, Mrs. C. W. Fishburn, of State College; 
Mrs. John Lytle, of Altoona; J. Calvin, 
of Altoona; Mrs. Curtis Cornemiller, of 
Patton; Mrs. John Hoy, of Pine Hall, and 
Jacob D., Pine Hall. Two children pre- 
ceded their father in death. Two sisters, 
Mrs. Belle Brisbin and Mrs. Ida Holtolm, 
both residing in Michigan, also survive. 
Funeral services: were held at his late 
home and concluded at the Church. His 
pastor, Rev. W. W. Moyer, was in charge 
and was assisted by Rev. J. 8. English. 
Six grandsons acted as pallbearers. He 
was laid to rest in the Pine Hall Cemetery. 


MRS. MARY J. L. SCHICK 


Mrs. Mary J. L. Schick, widow of the 
late Rev. John M. Schick, D.D., died at 
her home, 1346 Shepherd Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C., aged 73 years, 7 months 
and 25 days. She was born in Hunting- 
don County, Pa., and was married to Rev. 
Mr. Schick while he was pastor at Orbi- 
sonia. He was then pastor at Meyersdale, 
Greenville (Shenango Charge), and Tiffin, 
O. Each of these 4 pastorates was about 
6 years in length. Dr. Schick became pas- 
tor of Grace Church, Washington, D. C., 
at the beginning of the year 1900, continu- 
ing until his death in the summer of 1913. 


-During this pastorate, Grace Church came 


to self-support, and the beautiful sanctuary 
and the Sunday School house were erected. 
Mrs. Schick continued to reside in Wash- 
ington after the death of Dr. Schick. Her 
3 children who survive her also live there: 
James P. Schick, Esq.; Mary Schick and 
John L, Schick, Esq. 

Mrs. Schick was undoubtedly a wonder- 
fully capable and efficient helpmeet to Dr. 
Schick in all his great work, standing with 
him and by him in sympathetic co-opera- 
tion throughout. A forceful personality in 
her quiet way, yet affable, friendly, kindly 
and always interested in the people and 
activities of the Church. <A lovable char- 
acter and much beloved, the sense of loss 
among her intimates is pecularly keen. She 
was confined to the house with declining 
strength for nearly a year until the end, 
but her mental alertness, human interest 
and optimism never abated. Her remains 
were interred in Rock Creek Cemetery by 
the side of those of her beloved husband, 
in constant, tender and proud memories of 
whom she lived during the years since his 
tragic going. Services were conducted at 
the house and grave by the pastor, Rev. 
Dr. Henry H. Ranck. There was no ad- 
dress, at the request of the family. The 
burial service was read from the copy of 
the Order of Worship used by President 
Roosevelt when he attended Grace Church, 

—H. H. R. 


HENRY STUNTZ 


On July 20, 1929, the Master saw fit to 
remove from the midst of St. John’s con- 


THE PRESENT CRISIS IN 
RELIGION 


By W. E. Orchard 


Dr. Orchard is one of the most pic- 
turesque and debated figures in Eng- 
lish religious life. Minister of the 
King’s Weigh House (Congregational) 
and distinctly evangelical in his preach- 
ing, he has been an ardent advocate of 
restoring ritualism into the “free” 
churches. He was a pacifist throughout 
the war and is an uncompromising in- 
terpreter of the social meaning of the 
gospel. At the same time he is a 
theologian of a conservative temper. 

In this latest volume Dr. Orchard 
uses all his power of keen analysis to 
portray the present state of religion. 
A depressing picture is drawn. He sees 
the churches losing their hold and un- 
able to agree on their own message. 
He sees multitudes for whom religion 
seems not to be a living issue. 

Yet the book breathes a vibrant faith 
and is a stirring summons to restore 
religion to its rightful place in life. On 
this’ issue the future of humanity is de- 
clared to hang. Any rational confidence 
in life, any genuine brotherhood, will 
ultimately disappear, Dr. Orchard holds, 
unless there is a “great recovery of 
religion.” No ‘reduced Christianity,” 
such as that which gets rid of the 
Incarnation, is regarded as a solution. 

The final and central emphasis is on 
Christian mystical experience and a 
widespread recourse to prayer. 


281 pages. Price, $2.50 
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gregation, at Freeland, Pa., one of its most 
beloved elders and faithful members, in 
the person of Henry Stuntz. Born in 
Blankenbach, Hesse, in Germany, July 3, 
1863, he journeyed to this country from 
his homeland when 18 years of age, and 
settled at Upper Lehigh, Pa., later moving 
to Freeland, where he has resided for the 
past 39 years, until death removed him to 
that far country where journeys end, and 
travelers travel no more. 


Of a staunch religious nature, he was 
one of the organizers of the present con- 
gregation, and served as its treasurer from 
the beginning of the organization, One 
of the charter members of this congrega- 
tion and Consistory, serving two terms as 
deacon, he was then elected to elder, and 
held that office until the time of his death. 
For the past 28 years he was elder pri- 
marius, and served his congregation and 
the Kingdom well at Classis and Synod. 

His wife preceded him about 5 years 
in death, and he is survived by two daugh- 
ters and one son, all of Freeland. <A 
friend of all who knew him—and the en- 
tire community did know him—and of 
such a peaceful and Christ-like disposition 
that to know him was to be his friend, 
this describes the steady character of the 
man. Always in his place at Church, and 
performing the duties of an elder, he will 
be much missed in this Church and the 
Church-at-large. 

After a private service for the family 
in the morning, the service in the after- 
noon of July 23 was opened to the public, 
and the community remembered one of its 
pioneers by paying their last respects to a 
beloved citizen. The beautiful service and 
the remembrances of his neighbors and 
friends with flowers were fitting to the 
earthly close of so great a life among his 
fellowmen. His body was placed beside his 
wife’s in the Freeland Cemetery, and the 
last rites of the Church performed by the 
pastor, the Rev. Geo. W. M. Kohler, ably 
assisted by the Church choir. The Con- 
sistory served as the pallbearers. How 
well we can say with St. Paul for Mr. 
Stuntz, ‘‘I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished the course, I have kept the 
faith.’’ 
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